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The landlord would be no worse off. If it turned
‘out badly the money would be gone and the soldier
‘would suffer. The State has no right to give money
for the purpose of making a permanent home for a
soldier on the share farming system. That is
why I am objecting to tho clause, The member
for Sussex asked the Premicr whether it worked
in, New South Wales and the Premier roplied that
he did not know abont New South Wales, hut that
it did in Victorin. I asked the Premier whether
Victoria was in tho same position as Weatern
Australia to offer the soldiers land for permanont
sottlement. Western Australia has land on which
goldiers can mako their homes with tho assistance
of money advanced for that purpoese partly by the
further assistance from the Agricultural Bank,
and partly by funds which they will have on their
roturn, snd by their own cfforts. Western Aus-
tralia is in a position to provide land for these
soldiers, but the State is not in a position to provido
money for zoldiers to go and crop somehody clse’s
land.  There is no necessity for us to do that.
The member for Greonoungh reforred to the Midland
Railway land. There is power provided in another
Bill which we shall shortly be dealing with to
ongble the Government to compulsorily resume
arcas of land on the Midland line at a fair price.
If they resume that land and hand it over to
soldiers T will not raise any objection to the money
being used for the improvement of it, becaunse it
- would be the property of the State and the pro-
perty of the soldiers, The elause is opposed to the
interests of tho roturned soldisr in Western Aus-
tralin, n.lt.hough in"a State such as Victoria, it
might be in his intercsts. Wo do not want to
encourage soldiers to improve other people’s
land. Along the Wongan Hills railway thousands
of acros have been taken up bub never croppod.
Would hon. members advanco money to soldiers
to onable them to go inte that district and improve
the land for the Terrace fermer ?

The Premior: The terms and conditions have
to be approved by the board.

Hen. W. C, ANGWIN: Not very long ago a
board advanced some thousands of pounds to a
tenant farmer to pub in & crop on land belonging
to another. The crop, when it grew, was seized
by the lsndiord, and the Government were left
lamenting. That is what we are getting from
boards, The clause is dangerous both io the
State and to the soldier,

Mr. MULLANY : The clause is not in accord
with tho principle of the Bill. The Bill is to
provide roturned soldiers with permanent holdings,
but the clause authorises the advancing of menoy
to soldiers for the improvoment of land belonging
to other than soldiers, I will voto against the
clause.

Clause put and a division taken with the following
rosult :— .

Ayes ... 17
Noes ... 9
Majority for 8
AYES,

Mr. Broun ' Mr, Mitchell

Mr. Draper Mr. Money

Mr. Goorge Mr. Nairn

Mr, Griffiths Mi. Pickering

Mr. Harrison Mr, R. T. Robinson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Stubbs

Mr. Hudson Mr. Willmott

Mr. Lefroy . Mr. Hardwick

Mr., Maley {Toiler.)
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Nozs,
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Underwood
Mt. Foley Mr. Walker
Mr. Johnston Mr. Wilcock
My, Mullany Mr. Chesson
Mr. Teesdale (Teiler.)

Clause thus passcd.
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

THE WAR—PEACE ARMISTICE RESOLU-
TION, LETTER IN REPLY,

Mr. SPEAKER [11-13}: I have reccived the
following letter from the Department of Navy,
Melbourne, dated 22n¢ November, 1918

Sir, I have the honour to acknowledge with
thanks the receipl of your letler of the ldth
inst., transmitting a resolution passed by the

Logislative Assembly of Western Australia

conveying the thanks of the peeplo of that State

for tho services rendered by the Australian

Navy and Army in the defence of the Empire,

sud in reply to inform you that a copy of the

resolution will bo trangmitted to H.M.A. shipe.

1 have the honour to be, Sir, Your oledient

servant, A. Poynton, Acting Ministor for the

Navy.

House adjourned at 11'15 p.m.

Legislative Council,

Tuesday, Srd December, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pan,, aml read prayers.

[For *‘Paper Presented’’ see *‘Minutes of
Procecdings.’?]

BILL—FORESTS,
Seeond Reading.

Debate resumed from the 28th Wovember,

Hon, J. EWING (South-West) [4.36]: It
is very gratifying, [ think, to the people of
this country and alse to members of both
Houses of Parliament that the Government
have at last recognised the importance of the
timber industry and the great neeessity therc
is for forest preservation and regenecration. In
the Bill before us we have, T suppose, the ideas
of the Conservator of Iorests, which ideas, if
carried out, perhaps not in their entirety but
to a very greatl extent, will, I am sure, make
for the imprevement and stability of the in-
dustry. In my opinion, no Biil brought before
citber House of Parliament has exeeeded in
importance this Forestry Bill. Anyone read-
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ing the speech of the Minister for Woads and
Forests, the Hon, R. T. Robinson, in intro-
dueing this measure in another place, must be
gratified to observe the excellent grasp the
hon. gentleman has of the smbject, and the
wonderful amount of detail placed before the
people of the ecountry. It must be recognised
that during the last 20 years there has been
abundant evidence before the various Govern-
ments in power during that peried of the great
necessity during the whole of that period for
preserving our forests and for working them
efficiontly, not only in the interests of the
present generation but in those of posterity.
To my mind it is simply appalling that the
various Governments should have neglectad
the adviee given them in this respeet, and
should have failed to grasp the opportunities
existing then as now. It must be remembered
that 2 Royal Commission reported on the sub-
ject of forestry 15 or 16 years ago. I have a
very vivid recolleetion of that Royal Commis-
sion, becouse I was in the Lower House when
that Commission was appointed. The Commis-
gioners furnished a splendid report, and cer-
tainly did something towards the establish-
ment and conservation of the timber industry.
Later, a forestry advisory board was formed,
but was diasclved when Sir Newton Moore
beeame Minister for Lands. That step I think
is much to be regretted. Again, Mr. Ednic
Brown was Conservator of Forests about 20
years ago. That gentleman was a trained
forestor; anml it is notable that the leader of
the House, in bringing this Bill before us,
specially stated that the late Mr, Ednie Brown
had a Bill preparcd on almost exaetly the
same lines. This matter has been in the hands
of various Governments for possibly more than
20 years, without any notice whatever being
taken of the recommendsations of fhat very
efficient officer, the late Mr. ¥dnie Brown.
Unfortunately for this State, Mr. Brown did
not live long enoungh to carry his good work
to fruition. At aill events, the position is that
the varions Governments of the past have been
blind, or eise indifferent, to the necessity for
looking after the timber industry. We ara
to-day reaping the harvest of that negleet or
indifference, and it is not a very pleasant har-
vest. We are also told by those now placing
this Bill before us that there has been great
wagte in our forests—waste in production,
waste in the export trade, and waste resulting
from the neglect of forest regemeration. There
is 1o question whatever that no serious atten-
tion has been given to the regeneration or con-
servation of our forests. That is a very bad
position indeed. However, not much good can
be attained by deploring what is in the irre-
vocable past. I ean only hope that what has
oecurred in this industry will not be allowed
to oceur in others. 1t is the bounden duty of
every Governemnt—I am not in any way say-
ing anything against the present Government
—to keep a keen and watchful eye on all the
industries of the State. T will not, though I
might, state that there is in this State an in-
dustry whieh has been very much neglected,
not by the Government, but eriticised and con-
demned by high officials of this conniry—
eriticised and condemmned in such -a way, for

[COUNGIL.]

the most part, I regret to say, unchecked by
the Government, as almost to destroy the in-
dustry. I would not like to mention the name
of that industry. I think hon. members will be
able to guess the name. The firgt evidence we
have of a return to sanity in the administration
of Western Australia in this respect is the ap-
pointment by the Government of three years
ago of a trained Conservator of Forests. That
appointment I consider one of themost excellent
appointments made in the history of Western
Australia, and it is to be grestly regretted
that when Mr., Ednie Brown died such an ap-
pointment was not promptly made. Mr, Lane-
Poole, the present Conservator of Forests, has
been here, I understand, about three years,
and there are some things he hag done which
have not met with the approval of the people
concerned in the timber industry. But those
are only initial errors, such as are prone to
be made by every man coming to a new coun-
try and not thoroughly uwnderstanding ifs com-
ditions.

Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: But Mr. Lane-
Poole might have been right.

Hon, J. EWING: Possibly. However, Mr.
Lanre-Poole has now had the opportunity of
gaining three years’ experience in this State;
he has been abie to study the condition of our
forests, and he has placed before the Govern-
ment in thin Bill his own ideas. Those ideas
are now placed beforc vs for congideration,
Let me say a word in regard to the Minister
for Woods and Forests, Mr. Robinson. It is
not often T say wmuch in favour of a Minis-
ter. T have been prone to criticise Ministers,
though always in a spirit of kindness. How-
cver, Mr. Robinson: has considerable exper-
ience in forestry; he has great determination;
and he has displayed much foresight in ap-
preciating the necessity for immediately intro-
ducing legislation of this kind, Mr. Robinson
ia 2 keen man so far as forestry is concerned;
he has studied the subjeet; and he has given
all the encouragement possible to the present
Conservator to prepare this Bill, The meas-
ure comes before ws in a form which does
eredit to both Mr. Robinson and the Conser-
vator. 1 am not one who is always opposed
to Ministerial control. I think that men ap-
pointed to Ministerial office should be men
of business acumen, men of experience, and
men who can not only administer their de-
partments through the executive officers, but
who can see for themselves whether a thing
is right or wrong, and who will thus be able
to guide the policy of the State. Evidently,
howaver, that is not the position taken uwp in
the present Bill, beeause we find that we have
embodied in this measure powers which are
given to no other State department of West-
ern Australia, powers that I believe are given
in other parts of the Commonwealth, and sue-
cesgfully given there, and, with full satisfae.
tion. But, as far as we in this State are con-
cerned, such powers have naver been given to
any official; and it is for ns to consider very
carefully whether we are justified in taking
the proposed step. Clause 7 of the Bill pro-
poses that the Minister shall administer the
department, bui on examining the measure hom.
membere will observe that the department shall
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have the exclusive control and management
of everything connected with forestry. The
whole of the forestry of Western Australia is
to be under the jurisdiction and administra-
tion of the Conservator of Forests. Sb for
ag T can gsee, the Minister is to be a mere
figurehead, That is a1l right so long as we
bave the right man in the Conservator; and 1
belicve that we have the right man. But
we have to see what provisions are made for
the suspension of this officer. Tf necessary
he can be suspended on several counts. But
it is within the province of Parliament to ve-
justate that officer. Of course, I take it that
if this were done after the Government had
gogpended him, the Government, being a self-
vespeeting Government, would at once resign
office. There is another point which, to my
mind, contains an innovation. Funds eel-
leeted by the Conservator, or one half of
them, are to be expended wholly and entirely
by him. Clause 41 sets up that position,
which does not obtain in any other Act or
any other department of State. Half the
revenua derived from forestry is to be in the
hands of the Conservator for sylvicultural or
other purposes. Usually expendifure of pub-
lic funds is entirely in the bands of Parlia-
ment; the amounts to be expended are placed
on the Estimates, and Parliament hag the
right to reject or accept such expenditure.
Subclanse 2 of Clanse 41 states that sueh
funds may be expended by the Conservator,
with the approval of the Minister, but with-
out any other anthority. That creates a posi-
tion which does not obtain in any other de-
partment in our State. It means that Parlia-
ment has no eontrol gver certain funds which
uanally have to be paid into Consolidated Rev-
enne. Haolf the revenve to be collected from
forestry will go into Congolidated Revenue,
but the other half is to be in the hands of
the Conservator. I am mercly pointing to this
to show that very great powers are to be
vested in the Conservator. T also notice that
his appointment is to be for seven years.
That I think, is a gratifying condition, be-
cause it will enable the Conservator fo wain-
tain a continuity of policy. On the other
hand, if we have a really efficient Conservator
we should require him to emter into an agree-
ment not to resign his position during the eur-
rency of that term, except, of course, it be
for cireumstances entirely beyond his control.
‘We should then have an agsured continuity of
poliey. If the Conservator is an efficient man
it will be ahsolutely necessary that, even
though he may have some smail disagreements
with his Minister, he shall not throw up his
pogition, but shall remain at his post.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Would it be wise to
keep him against his will}

Hon. J. EWING: It would be wise for us
to keep a really efficient man there as Jong
as we could. He shouid not throw up his posi-
tion during the currency of his agreement.
Under the Bill the Conservator ig to have
much greater powers than are vested in the
Commissoiner of Railways. We should
clearly umnderstand that. I am not oppoging
the giving of tbose powers, because I believe
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they are necessary; but it is imperative that
we should clearly understand the position be-
fore we allow the giving of these powers to
go on the statute-book.  The Commissioner
of Railways has very wide powers, but they
are not to he compared with those to be given
to the Conservater, The framing of the for-
est policy, the expenditure of money—these
and other important matters, are to be in the
hands of the Conservator,

The Colonial Secretary: You are omitting
the proviso, which provides that the scheme
of such expeunditure shall be submitted an-
naully to, and subject to the approval of, Par-
liament.

Hon. J, EWING: But the money will have
been expended long before that ean be done.
However, I am not raising any serious objeetion
to the giving of those powers. Happily for the
industries of the State, the Government have
been able to control the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. Were it not for that, we shonld have
been minus a very important industry in this
State to-day, It is to the credit of past Gov-
ernments that they have been able to preserve
that industry, and that the powers given to
the Commissioner of Railways have not been
sufficient to enable him to destroy it.

Hon. J. J. Hoimes: The Commissioner of
Railways has not sufficient powers,

Hon. J. EWING: That may be the opinion
of the hon. member, but I think differently.
If the powers proposed to be given to the
Congervator of Forests had been given to
the Commissioner of Railways we should to-
day be minus an important industry, It
has been greatly to the benefit of the State
that the Commissioner of Railways has not
had those powers. We have to understand
the position, and to know that we are giving
these extraordinary powers to the Conserva.
tor of Forests, powers which, in the hands
of the Commissioner of Railways, would have
been disastrous o Western Anstralia.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: Tf all departments had
these powers there would be no need for
Parliament.

Hon, J. EWING: I agree with that., 1
am prepared io vote for the giving of those
powers, beeause I believe that the Conserva-
tor is a man to be thoronghly and implicitly
trusted, and that no ill effects will arise from
the giving to him of those great powcrs. If
he can establish the continuity of this in-
dustry, establish his classification surveys
and his working plans, when the man coming
along as his successor will be able to follow
in hig footsteps. It must be admitted by all
who have studied this question that the me
thods obtaining in regard to the industry
during the last 20 years have been most des
troetive. Therefore it is time we had suel
a Bill to give continuity of employment and
trade. I am delighted to think the Bill ha:
been brought in. When we are fold tha
some 500,000 fons of wmarketable produes
goes up in smoke every year, it is necessar)
thit some improvement should be effected
Onc important point is the continuity of fh
industry. The Government and the Conser
vator have said that if cutting went on &
the same extent as it did ir 1912 and 1913
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the forests would have a life of only another
25 years. I was astounded to hear Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom say in the House the other
day that the period would be less than that,
that it would be restricted to 10 years. The
hon. member bag been so long and intimately
connected with the industry that he must
have a knowledge of it far surpassing that
of other members, and if he can make a
statement of that kind, surely the position
is very unsatisfactory indeed and can ouly
be the result of an unwise policy. In the
years gooe by the desire seems to have been
to eut out-as much forest as quickly as pos-
gible, and get the cash for it, without the
glightest consideration for the conservation
of the forest. It means that we arc using
what we are not entitled to use, and which
rightly belongs to posterity. Many will say
that the position is more serious to-day than
it was 10 years ago, but T say that all the
Governments of the past have neglected this
industry se much that they have brought
about the present position. The Bill provides
for classification surveys. To my knowledge
and experience this work is most desirable, mot
only in regard to forestry, but in regard to
lands. The Lands Department are carrying
put a system of classification, not oaly of
Crown lands, but of private lands also. 1
think they are unwise in going beyond Crown
Jands, seeing that they canont hope to buy up
all the private lands. They sbould have di-
rected their energies ycars ago to finding out
what agricultural lands they have available.
The Conservator of Forests has done a wisc
thing in starting the classification survey,
which we are told will take two years to
carry ont. When this is complete he will be
able to prepare his working plans and to
draw a clear line of demarkation between
agricultural lands and timber lands. My
experience has been that & large area of
forest land is inclnded in the holdings of the
settlers, to the detriment of those settlers and
to the disadvantage of our State. We all
know that when & man is given, say, 40
acres of good land, he is given also 130 acres
of forest land whieh he straightway procceds
to destroy, and which thus reperesents & loss
of much national wealth, Tf the poliey laid
down by the Conservator of Forests had been
aarried out for the last 10 or 15 years, we
shonld have known exactly where the agri-
cultural innd was, znd the cuiting up of the
land would have been in conformity with the
olagsification surveys. I congratulate the
Government on the policy now being earried
out. T am sure it is in the best interests of
Western Australia. When the working plans
are ready, the Conservator will have before
him o clear map showing all the timber lands
in the possession of the State. He will also
be able to say to the Lands Department,
$¢We have certain areas of good land which
you are at liberty to take over and settle.”’
That will be a most satisfactory position.
The Congervator will then be able to say how
much of our foresis may be cut annually,
how much belongs to us and how much to
posterity; and all the time he will be pro-
tecting the interests of the State by the con-

[COUNCIL.]

serving and re-afforestating the forests. The
people of Western Australia, especially those
connected with the timber industry, have to
face a diminishing trade. I do not know, and
1 should like the leader of the House to ex-
plain, to what extent the Cooservator has
jurisdiction over the concessions, saw-milling
permits and leases already granted. Can he
ge into the forests and say to a concession-
aire, ' You shall only cut so much,’” or bave
the concessionaires the exciusive right to eut
what they like? The pcople of Western Aus-
tealin, particularly the people in the South-
West, have to realise that there may be a
diminution in the volume of the timber
trade, because the Conservator may say,
“‘You shall cut only so much this year,”’
and in his opinion there may not be the tim-
ber there whieh will maintain the present
trade. A great many in this State will not
relish the position; still it is but s right
stand to take. T hope the past errers in the
settlement of agricultural laad will De
avoided in future, and that the pelicy now in
vogue will be directed to overcoming that
difficulty. Tn the few researches I Thave
made, what most appeals to me is that in
Western Australia we have only 3,000,000
acres of forest lamds, That iz very small
compared with the area in other great
timber countries and that is the area
which we must conserve mnow, Out of
those three million acres, we have three con-
cessions totalling 378,000 acres, 23 timber
leases representing 250,000 acres, and 35 saw-
mill permits, all of which have to be safe-
guarded under this Bill, and rightly so too,
making o grand total of 482,000 acres already
alienated, and these leases have to run for a
period of eight years. They will expire then
and to that we must add another four years
owing to the provision made under the Bill
for extension for loss of trade during the war.
That leaves to the Conservator of Forests only
1,500,000 acres for reafforestation and for
sylvieulture. I want the Minister to let the
House know whether the Conservator has the
right to extend the operations, whether his
power covers all these concessions, and whether
he will have the right to declare what timber
shall be cut and what shall be reserved within
these boundaries. If he has not, he will have
only, as T have stated, 1,500,000 acres of tim-
ber lands. That iz a point which has not yet
been diselosed. T have listened to speeches
whieh have beer made on the subject and T
have also read those which have been deliv-
ered, but that information has not been forth-
eoming. The Bill repeals part of the Land Act
1898 which applies to timber and also the Act
of 1804, and whilst repealing those Statutes
it is apparent that all rights are preserved,
that is, all rights existing under concessions,
sawmill leases or timber leases, but they are
not congerved to the extent that some of those
who have them desire. An extension has been
provided for in consequence of the war and
loss of trade covering the period of the war,
that is, & matter of four years. If is provided
that during that period of four years instead
of rent being paid for the conceseions royal-
ties will be levied. Sir Edward Wittenoom has
stated that the royalty will be four times



[3 DroEmBER, 1918.]

greater than the rent and he desires that we
should be prepared to do something in that
direction. I am in aceord with him, especially
when we remember that the coneessionaires
have right throughout the period of the war
maintained their staffs and their full equip-
ment in order to have things going immedi-
ately after the termination of the war. At any
rate, we should give favourable consideration
to the rent which has been paid during the
four years being set off against the royalties
which will be paid under the provigsions of the
Bill. A very seriovs position obtains at Green-
bushes to-day and I vegret to say that the
Conservator cannot get on with the people
there. The position is that for the past 30
years the Greenbushes people have been work-
ing alluvial tin. There has been no dredging
going on until eomparatively lately. The peo-
ple there have been accustomed to go into the
forest area nnd take what timber they liked,
for whatever purpose they required it, for the
henefit of the industry. The position now is
totally chnnged. The people comnected with
coal mining at Collic a little while back be-
eame alarmed at the provisions of the Bill. If
we read certain clauses we find that they are
somewhat ambiguous. They do not convey the
true position. It was thought in Collie that
under the Bill it would be necessary to pay
royalty for the timber that was cut and that
the coal owners there would only be allowed to
fell such timer as the Conservator thought fit.
Of course, as the position stands now they are
only allowed to cut certain timber. A depu-
tation was appointed to wait upon the Minis-
ter far Forests (Mr. Robinson) and that gen-
tleman assured the deputation that although a
State forest might be declared, seeing that the
Collie leagses had been taken up under the Min-
ing Aet 1904, they would be exempt from the
operations of the Bill. T want to sak the Min-
ister what difference there ia between Collic
and Greenbushes, except that they do not use
green timber at Collie for fuel because they
have excellent fuel of their own there.
I may be permitted to read a letter which T
have received from the seecretary of the Mine
Owners and Managers’ Association, Green-
bushes, and which T think other hon, members
have also received, dated 2nd November last,
on this subjeet. It says—

With regard to the Forest Bill now before
the House, Until recently the mine owners
here have had the right to cut all green
jarrah timber for fuel or other mining pur-
poses. The Forestry Department now pro-
hibit us from cutting any green jarrah ex-
cept unmarketable and wuseless trees, The
dredges depend for their existence on fuel
at & reasonable cost, Curly unmarketable
green timber is utterly wuseless for fuel.
Fuel cut from green timber is the only pos-
gible fuel for this field. My association has
been fighting hard for the past two months
to have the prohibition removed, but have
failed to get any satisfaction. TUnder the
new Forest Bill this prohibition would be-
come permanent and irrevocable, and this
wourld be fatal to all interests in Green-
bushes tin mining. My association con-
giders the most equitable way out would be
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to remove the Greenbushes Mineral Area
from the scope of the Bill and place it under
the Mining Act.
That is what suggested itself to me before I
got thiy letter,
My association therefore desires that you
will kindly give this serious question your
most careful attention and strive to protect
the tin mining industry of Greenbushes
from being strangled by hasty and ill-
conceived legislation. The dredges alone
are paying £4,500 in wages per month.
What appeals to me ig the amount which is
pald aanvally in wages in Greenbushes dis-
trict.
Hon. W, Kingsmill: Are they spending any-
thing this month?

Hon. J. EWING: I do not know. I am not
aware of the cause of the trouble with regard
to tin, but let us hope the difficulty will be
overcome in the very near future. I have had
some experience in eonnection with tin mining
and I am satisfied that those Who have spent
a considerabla sum of money in tin fields have
had only & small return from the industry. It
should therefore be cur desire to see that jus-
tice is done to it. If £54,000 is spent annually
in wages at Greenbushes, does not that prove
that the industry is of considerable value to
the State? Is it not of greater value than the
timber which exists in the limited area which
has been reserved in that district? Although
we are advocating that the best conditions
should prevail with regard to forestry, and
while we¢ want to do ecverything we can to
preserve our timber, we must remember there
are other industries, and that the preservation
of one and the destruction of another is not
good in the interests of the State, I am quite
sure the leader of the House will bring this
matter before the Minister for Forests to see
whether some equitable arrangement can be
made. I am sure the Conservator has no desire
whatever to do any injury to the tin mining
industry. He has expressed the hope that a
lode formation will be found at Greenbushes,
I represented Greenbushes in the Legislative
Assembly many years ago, and even at that
time the people were hopeful that something
would be done in the way of lode working,
Unfortunately, it has not materialised up to
date, We must not give everything over to
posterity. We should let those who are living
their lives to-day derive some bencfit from the
industry. Mr. Kingemill raised an important
point with regard to the waste from our tim-
ber preducts, not o much in connection with
the mills as the hewing., Mr. Kingsmill told us,
and I have no doubt his figures are correct
that hewing results in a loss of 75 per cent.:
that only 25 per cent. of marketabla timber is
recovered, and he also informed wus that
though the waste from the large mills was
not quite so great, it still amounted to
50 per.cent. Even that is enormous. This
is largely eansed by the class of timber
which is cut., The mills bhave been sending
sleepers and wood blocks to the 0Old Coun-
try and to the Continent and great
loss has ensued. There has been no market
for seantlings owing to the small population
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in Western Australia, but since the comimence-
ment of tho war scantlings have found a mar-
ket in the Eastern States, where their value
has of late Been recognised. Therefore, when
shipping becomes normal again, I am satisfied
that there will be a large trade in scantings
and the loss of past years will be considerably
raduced, With regard to spot mills, we are
told that the logs from them is mot so large,
and on that account the Conservator declares
that they are the mills that we should have.
But even the loss from a spot mill is 28 per
cent. It is gratifying to know that the Com.
monwealth Government are recognising the
position, and it ias hoped that eventually we
ghall have a laboratory here, and that as a
result of research work the loss of cven 2§
per cent. will be materially reduced. By our
policy of denuding the forests and not adopt-
ing a policy of renfforestation we are to-day
faced with a position which it is the duty of
every member of the community to give serious
consideration to. The position in regard to
hewing might be supervised, althongh person-
ally, I do not think hewing is good for our
forests. In Clanse 24 provision is made for
hewing in eertain localities. These loealities
are those in which, in the opinion of the Con-
servator of Porests, all the milling timber has
been cut out, or those places which are so in-
accessible as not to be able to be used for the
hauling of logs for milling purposes. In this
case the Conservator can grant the hewer per-
misgion to follow his avocation, That may be
all very well, bot the Conservator haas in his
Lhands all the time the absolute power to siop
hewing under the Bill. He ean say to an in-
dividual that he cannot hew in a certain lo-
cality slthough there is plenty of good timber
for him to work on. T represent the South-
West. I also represent those who are engaged
in the hewing industry, but I do not hesitate
to say that I am against it if the figures, which
alow so great a loss of valuable timber, are
correet. It seems to me that the reason that
hewing is agreed to in this Bill is the faet
that a large number of the most valiant men,
the grandest heroes in the world, such as Cap-
tain Murray and Private O’Meara, who have
won the Vietoria Cross, and other equally fine
soldiers, were previously engaged in the hew-
ing industry, andé beeanse these and others
have done so much for us it is necessary to
maka provision so that they may return to
their old avocations, if they are desirous of
doing so. Tt is for that reason that I snpport
these hewing provisions, and for that reasom,
I trust, other members will support them alse,
although they may be somewhat of a disad-
vantage to the State. The Bill in this respect
has my hearty approval because it makes pro-
vision for those men, who have fought so well
for ua, to take up their employment in the old
avenues, I hope that the same provision will
appertain so fur as other industries are con-
cerned. The proviso, limiting the operation of
hewing to these men who were hewers before
the war, shows what was thought about it in
another place. Although the occupation is un-
doubtedly a wasteful onae, so far as our tim-
bors are concerned, we must, on patriotic
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and preper grounds, support these provisions.
Bpot mills will be of great advantage to the
men who come back from the war becausc
there will be a large amount of work ereated
by that means. Mr. Kingamill spoke of the
wonderful work dome in Germany, France,
India, and America,in regard to re-afforestu-
tion, and the preservation of forests. I woula
point out that these are old-settled countries
with Jarge populations and great wealth, and
that much of this wealth has been expendea
on the forests of those countries.

Hon, W, Kingamill; And made out of them
also,

Hon, J. EWING: But money has had to be
cxpended in order to improve those forests.
1f they were anything like the forests in this
State, surely a large amouni of money must
have had to be expended upon them to bring
them into the position they are in to-day, T
want the people of the State to understand
that the work of reafforestation in Western
Australia is going to eost a lot of money be-
fore we reach the position that is now held by
Germany, France, and the other larger popu-
lated countries of the world. We have a popu-
lation in the State of 300,000 people and three
willion acres of forest land to look after. If
we are going to improve our forests in our
lifetime we must be prepared to foot the hill.
I would like to mention the question of fires
in forests. A short time ago I read of a most
disastrous fire whick had occurred in America,
In that country they may have altered their
policy, as compared with that of Germany,
France, and India, but although they have
spent a large amount of money in America
the countryside was burnt ont on the oceasion
to which I refer. There is a great difference
of opinion in regard to the efficacy of con-
trolled fires in forests. We are told that for-
csts must not be fired: What, T may ask, will
become of the undergrowth and the debris,
which will aeeumulate in the forests, if they
are not got rid of by some means? What will
happen to the country iLf thig debris accumu-
lates and a fire starts through some umex-
pected agency? It will be impossible to stop
such a fire. 1 would like to know what the
policy of the Conservator is in this respect,

Hon. J, Coruell: In the red gum forests in
New South Wales they cut the undergrowth
down and thin it out.

Hon, J. EWING: I am talking of the debris,
the leaves and small branches and so on, which
wil| aceumnlate in our forests unless they are
fired or got rid of under proper seientific
control.  The position otherwise must be n
very serious one. In my apinion all this debris
should be burnt out under control at a proper
eeason in the year. If we are going to clean
up all this debris without controlled fires, I
say there is not enough moncy in Western
Australia to euable us to do it. If our forests
are not going to be burnt under proper con-
trol, as should be the case, but which, I am
given to understand by experts, is not right,
the position is going to be a very serions one.
Mr. Kingsmill, and others, referred to the
selling of. our jarrah and stated that the pur-
pose for which it bad been sold has not been
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a good thing for this State. This timber has
been sold for slecpers, for wood paving, and
50 on. Mr, Miles interjected that it was too
good to walk upon. In years past there has
been a tremendous loss, because this timber
has been sold in a somewhat menial way. We
must give a meed of praise to those who have
built up this industry. Millar’s Karri and
Jarrah Co., for instance, have done more than
any other people in Western Australia to build
up our hardwood industry on the markets of
the world. They have done this through
slecpers and wood paving material. In popu-
larising our hardwoods, as they have done,
they have wrought mueh good to the State.

Hon. J. Cornell: And timber has done some-
thing for them.

Hon, J. EWING: I have failed yet to see
where they have had 2 return commensurate
with their expenditure, .

Hon, W. Kingemill: That is the pity of it.

Hon. J. EWING: Yes. This is so, because
the timber has been sold in what 1T may call
a menial way. The best timber has not been
sold for struetural purposes. We have to
crawl before we can walk. Millar’s Company
have made the name of jarrah world famous
in its significance, and are, therefore, entitled
to every ecredit. Mr. Kingsmill said that our
timbers should only be sold for struciural pur-
poses. [If that is the cnse let us see that it is
sold for structural purposes, and that we get
the best priee that is possible for it. That,
however, does not do away with the faet that
for many yeara past the pioneers of this in-
dnstry have made nothing out of it, and it is
not for us to do other than praise their efforts.
We are told that the soft woods of Queensland
have been so developed that it is now possible
for the requirements of Australia to be sup-
plied from them. We, too, are doing gooil
work in the soft wood business, and I hope
it will continne. We must all recognise that
the stoppage of freights, becanse of the war,
has brought home toe the people of Australia,
and Western Australia, the fact that they
lhave within their houndaries that which they
previously thought it necessary to import. As
a result of this discovery, karri timber has
been sent to the Broken Hill mines, fruit cases
have been made out of karri, and furniture
made out of our hard woods. Before the war
we did not think it possible for our timbers
to be turned to such account, and for 30 years
we have beem importing to this State timber
for which we have a good substitute, and one
that fully meets the requirements of the people.
I have in my hand a very aplendid pamphlet
which has been prepared by the I'orestry De-
partment in eonncection with the recent visit
of the French Mission. The first portion of
it is in French. Tt appears from the pamphlet
that therc are 14 different kinds of timber in
Western Australia, and it is a revelation to me,
on reading these paragraphs, to find out to
what excellent use these can be put. Unfor-
tunately, however, they are not being put to
that use, and the Conservator has plenty of
scope to ensure that these timbers are put to
greater vse than they are at present. There
are mentioned here, jarrah, karri, wandoo, red
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gum, toart, sandalwood, native pear, and sal-
mon gum, which is a splendid timber, and has
been used in the Murchison gold mines- for
many vears past. There are also morrell, black-
but, jam, river banksia, and other timbers.
We have been importing all kinds of timber
for the making of furniture, and for other
purposes, notwithstanding the faect that we
have within our State all these useful and
beautiful native timbers. The Bill has my
hearty support. I may, perhaps, in Committee
move ecertain amendments to it, but they will
be amendments which I hope will improve the
Bill, etherwise I would not suggest them. When
we have a thoveugh forest policy, and a sound
gylviculture policy carried into effect, and can
nse all the timbers that so well lend them-
salves to use, I am sure that great benefit
will acerue to Western Australia as a result
of this Bill

Hon. H. J., SAUNDERS (Metropolitan)
[5.28]: Although I am known as one of the
silent members of the House, 1 cannot allew,
what T vegard as one of the most important
measures which has been presented to us sinece
I have had the homour of being clected as
ono of the members of the Metropolitan Pro-
vineg, to pass without one or two worda from
me, There are some points in the Bill with
which I do not agree. I congratulate the
Government and - the Attorney General, how-
ever, npon the very careful mauner in whieh
the Bill has been prepared, Clauvae G, Sub-
clause 2, refers to a peried of 12 months from
the termination of the war during which the
surrender of concessions or leases may be ac-
cepted. T should like to know what the nctual
date is. Will it date from the time of the
gigning of the armistice, or from the time
when peace is aetually signed? This is a most
important matter to the timber companies
operating in this State. Clause 7, Subclause
2, says that the department shall have ex-
clusive control and management of all mattery
of forest policy, and Clause 9, Subclause 1,
gays that the Conservator ghall be o body cor-
porate, by the name of ‘“The Conservator of
Forests,”’ and by that name shall have per-
petual suecession and a common seal. I main-
tain that to appeint one man to contrel this
great industry, and place everyone under him
except the Minister, is & questionable policy,
and L propose to move in Committee that a
hoard of three men shall be appointed to in-
clude the Conservator of Forests. It will put
the Conservator in a very much better posi-
tion, and give him a higher standing, and take
some of the responsibility from his shoulders.
The responsibility is too heavy for one man
to carry, even though the present Conservator
seems & very capable man, Many people in
this State depend on the timber industry, and
it wants every enconragement. 1 for one will
not be a party to giving one man control of
the industry, Unlike the last speaker and
a good many other members, I like to be short
and sharp in speaking. Tt has seemed to me
both here and in another place that a great
deal of time is wasted in speaking. If mem-
bers spoke less and thought more, it would be
better for everyone concerned, including mem-
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bers themselves. One point referred to by the
last speaker confirms my view of the Bill
He said that the Conservaiur of Foresfs may
decide what quantity of timber may be cut
on any one concession. That is another rea-
son why, in my opinion, the Conservator
ghould should not he given supreme power.
There are one or two other points on which
1 may have to speak in Committee; but in
this, my first speech since election to this
House, I do not desire to detain the Couueil
longer.

Hen. H. MILLINGTON  (North-East)
[5.82]: L notice thai this is cntitled a Bill
for an Aet to provide for the better manage-
ment and control of forests, After hearing
the views of the last speaker, it seems that
thiz is also a Bill to establish the principle
of government by Commission. I presume
the same principle may be extended to other
departments of the State, Under this Bill the
Conservator has almost autocratic power, and
not only that, but the forest rangers are to be
o law unto themselves. I shall refer to this
point later. I do not intend to offer many re.
marks of o genersl nature, becanse the Bill
has already been very well debated in another
place and also here. There was ono ¢onten-
tious matter discussed in another place, and
presumably we find what another place con-
sidered a solution of the diffieulty in Clause
24. The c¢lause refers to allowing hewers to
ply their calling wnder certein conditions. [
believe it was intended that some guarantee
should Le given thut those who left for a time
the hewing industry in order te enlist in the
ALPR, and who it is anticipated will return,
ghall he cnabled again to follow the oceupa-
tion of the timber hewer.
clause in question carvefully, T can only say
that it does not secm to me to make the pro-
vision intended. The clause ia one which re-
quires ecxtremely careful reading; in® fact,
whoever deafted the clanse may not have
known too much about timber conservation,
but certainly kaew how to draft a eclwise
whieh would to 2 certain extent Lnpose on
those who wish to make provision for the
hewer., But this Bill, if brought into foree,
will be the guide of the Conservator of For-
ests, whe will work under the measure. Being
an exaet man, the Conservator presumably
will interpret the clavse cxactly as it stands.
Therefore let me point out what is my inter-
pretation of Clause 24, which clause reads—

Except as hereinafier provided, it shall be
unlawful, within the boundaries of a State
forest, to hew timber for railway slecpers
on the area of any timber concession, lease,
or permit granted before or after the com-
mencement of this Aect.

That is very definite. There is nothing am-

biguong about that. But the clause proceeds—
But it shall he lawful, subject to the pro-
visions of this Act and the regulations, to
fell and hew for railway sleepers such tim-
ber as may be standing on any such area or
portion thereof—(a) after all timber there-
on which, in the opinion of the Conservator,
is suitable for sawmilling purposes has been
felled.

Having read the.
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We will presume that the Couservator is pre-
pared to interpret the measure, and to take
this clause as a goiding principle, as a direc-
tion frem Parliament how he shall operate in
regard to the sleeper hewer. What would be
the position? 1t would mean that the Conser-
vator would not be able to grant a permit to
hew on any area unless he wwas satisfied that
all timber in his opinion suitable for sawmill-
ing purposes had been felled on that area. If
he came to the conclusion that there was on
the area any timber suitable for sawmilling
purposes, he would not be justified in granting
a permit to hew. I c¢an scc no other interpre-
tation of the clause.

Hon. J. Ewing: The Conservator would not
do so.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: T presume the
Congervator is gaing to interpret this clause
strietly.

Hon, H. Stewart: But the clouse says
‘‘any area or partion thergof,”’

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: I am taking the
clause as it stands. Until all timber suitahle
for sawmilling purposes has been felled on an
area, the Conservator would not under this
clause have power to grant permission for
sleceper hewers to operate on such area.

Hon. J. Daftell: It would simplify the mat-
ter to ent the clanse out altogether,

Hon. H, MILLINGTON: (ertainly. At
present, however, there appears to be an im-
pression among those looking after the inter-
ests of the timber hewer that this ctause makes
the necessary provision. So far as T sece, it
doez not make any provision whatever for the
returned soldier hewer. I understand the
clanse does exaetly what the Conservator
wants, He wants to cut out the hewer alto-
gether, The Conservator is quite houest ahont
the matter. Other people want the same thing.
Let them advocate the abelition of the hewer
it they wish. DBut let us not pass a clause like
this, ostensibly conferring power to grant hew-
ing permits while doing nothing of the sort.
Indeed, under this clanse the Conscrvator
would be exceeding his duty in granting per-
mits. I believe it is the wish of the great
number of members of both Jouscs of Par-
liament that provision should be made for the
returning soldier hewer to follow his old ceeuw-
pation, L have listened carefully to the statis-
tics given of percentnges of timber wasted by
the hewer and the sawmiller and the spot miller
respectively. However, there is a good deal of
waste going on in this State, and if we wish
to practise economy we need not start on the
sopldier. Let us make o start elsewhere. Tor-
ther, it is somewhat difficult to compute the
percentage of waste by o timber mill, T think
even the supportors of the timber miller will
acknowledge that, The fire destroys the waste
in the ease of a mill; whereas the hewer leaves
the evidence of his waste, and people are able
to point to it. Be that as it may, I had been
given the impression that provision had been
made by this Bill to permit the sleeper hewer
to econtinune to follow his calling under certain
eonditions, This clanse, however, so far as I
am able to see, does mot give that power.
Either we should say in plain language that
the hewer shall not be allowed te follow his
calling at all, or else we should make it clear
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that under c¢ertain conditions—restrictive regu-
lations preserving our timber—hewing shall be
permitted, But, in any case, let us not fool
the hewer with the idea that we are making
provision for him when we are doing nothing
of the kind. In Committee I propose to move
an amendment which, if passed, will make
Bubelause 2 read ‘‘after sueh arca has been
cut over for sawmilling purpoeses or,’’ An-
other subelause of Clause 24 provides that in
localities whare, in the opinion of the Conser-
vator, it is impracticable to remove timber for
sawmilling purposes, hewing may be permitted,
I Qo not know that we can take serious objec-
tion to that subclause. But the whole thing as
regards making provision for the hewer hinges
on paragraph (a), to which T have drawn at-
teation. Tndeed, I do not know that T should
have spoken on this Bill at all were it not
for the hewing phase of the subjeet. There are
just two other elauses to which I wish to re-
fer. Clause 56 iz one. Here again we have
not only the iden of making an autoerat of
the Comservator, hnt the forest rangers also
are to be o law unto themselves. Any forost
oficer may without warrant arrest any person
reasonably suspected of having been con-
cerned in any forest offence. If the aceused
person refuses fo give his nawe and residence,
or gives o nmame and residence which there is
reason to helieve to he false, or if there is
reason to beligve that he will abseond, then the
officer making the arrest shall withont unneces-
sary delay take the person so arrested before
a jnstice of the peace to be dealt with
according to law. Now is it nececessary in
maodern, allegedly civilised, times to have
such a provision? It seems most remark
able to invest a forest officer with sueh
powera. T quite rvealise the difficulty of
providing against offences in the forest,
but I cannot lend my support to snch a pro
vision as this, The elause secms to me a provi-
sion similar to that enacted some time ago
with reference to gold-stealing eharges. 1
think Mr. Keenan was responsible for that
provigion, Strong exception was taken to it,
and still is taken. But whereas it is possible
to make out somec sort of case in relation to
gold stealing, I fail to sce how any casc what-
ever can be made out for such a provision
under a Forects Bill. Again, in order to make
spure that the officer in question shall not be
penalised for doing what he considers to be
his drtv, Clanse 66 just clinches the matter,
The clanso reads—

No matter or thing done hy any foresi
officer bona fide in the exercise of hig powers
or in the performanec of hiy duties under
this Aet shall subjeet such officer to any
personal liability in respect thereof,

So he is going to be enconraged to exercise his
autocratic powers given under Clause 56, Not
only iz he an autoerat, but he appears to be
responsible to no one. He is removed from all
linbility. I direct the attention of the House
to these three partieniar claunses, which I think
are extremely undesirable. Even tfaking into
congideration the necessity under which we are
labonring to protect the forests, I fail to see
that the two last-named provisions are required.
Thev are altorether too drastic. I acain refer
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to Clause 24, dealing with slecper hewers. I
believe the majority of members in both Houses
desire that some definite provision should be
made for the slecper hewers who are likely to
return to their calling. With these exceoptions
I give my support to the Rill, recognising that
it is time we had such a moeasure to conserve
the forests. I intend, when in Committee, to
move an amendment to Clause 24, which will
provide that there shall be some guarantec to
the returning hewer who desired to follow his
calling. T think the Government should see to
it that there is no ambiguity about this provi-
gion, beeanse of all men whom we are not en-
titled to fool in any way the veturned soldicr
is at the top.

Hon, J. W. KIRWAN (South) [5.47]: We
were a1l pleased to hear the specech made by
Mr. Saunders. That hon, gettleman was a
member of this Council about a quarter of a
century ago.

Mon. W. Kingsmill: Vou will make him fect
old.

Hen. J. W, KIRWAN: T may be a year or
two over or under the mark, hut T am not far
out. We are all glad to weleome him to the
Couneil again, and I think it i3 o matter for
regret that we do not hear him more often,
espeeially ag he has shown us by his elear and
direct speech’ that his utterances are worth
listening to, Personally, it gives me pleasure
to be able to say that T am in thorough accord
with the remarks he made te-day. I quite
agree with those hon. members who say that
the Bill is a good one. T cannot conveive any-
one interested in Western Australin who is nat
also interested in the great forest wecalth of
the country. I can hardly conceive of anyonn
who knows anything nbout Western Australin,
vet who does not appreciate the value of Hir
forests as an asset to the State, and nalso the
need to make the timber industry of Western
Australia a permanent industry. At the same
time, given full appreciation of all that the
forest industry wmeans, I think the Bill goes
too far. I do not look at this question firem
the point of view of the timber companies,
from the point of view of the hewers, or from
the point of view of those very estimable wen-
tlemen who are the enthusiasts of the forest
league in this comntry. T try to look at this
question from the point of view of an ordinary
citizen desiring to do what is best for our
forests and for the State generally. One fael
in connection with the Bill which has Dbeen im-
pressed on me, is that the forest league, or
the forest enthusiasts, to whom a good deal
of credit is dne for having direeted aften-
tion to the forest wealth of Wostern Aus-
tralia, have, embodied in the Bill, all
that they want. It is quite true that cor-
tain amendments were earrvied in another place
whieh the forest league may not reqard a=
desirable. On the other hand I am not sure
that the Rill does not contain even morae than
the forest enthosiasts have asked for. The
forest leaguwe, I ean only say, is fortunate
indeed in having a Government that grant
them everything. The forest resources of the
Stuate have certainly been neglected, and our
forest wealth ha= been the Cinderellas amoncat
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the natural resources of Western Australia.
It was either neglected or ill treated, but now
we arc going to the other extreme. I think
it is rather too big a step to take all at once.
The other industries of the State all have
their advocates, I represent a provinee which
is exclusively mining, We find there a great
muny mining enthusiasts who consider mining
the main industry in the State, that all other
industries are. secondary, and they put for-
ward very many proposals. Neither this ner
any other Government have dreamf of giving
them all that they want, The same may be
said in regard to agriculture. We have the
Country party, who eome forward with con-
siderable demands in the interests of agricul-
ture. Certainly the Country party at present
oceupy a strong position in the State. Xt
might almost be said that they hold the bal-
ance of power. I am not quite sure that that
party do not at present get more than they
ought to get. I have always been strongly
sympathetic towards the agrieultural indus-
try, and the man on the land, But at the
same time, notwithstanding that the Country
party and the agrienlturists imay get more
than they ovght to, they do not get everything
thoy agk for. The same may be said of the
pastoralists and the fruit growers, but it has
remained for the enthusiasts of the forest in-
dustry to get everything they have asked
for, and even more than that. Mr, Kingsmill
deseribed the Bill as a modest little Bill.
That was just the remark I should have ex-
peeted to come from an enthusiast who hap-
pens to be president of the forest league. It
was one of those remarks that suggest te the
House,” “Oh, it is some trifling little Bill,
hardly worth while examining, and consec-
quently it ought to be passed without much
controveray and without close tuvestigation.'’
The Bill eontnins no fower that 74 claunses,
Tt is very far-rcaching in its consequences,
and in some respeets the proposals contained
in it are exceedingly drastic. I agree with
the Bill in its general proposals, but T hope
hon. members will ¢losely examine the Biil for
themseclves and see exactly how it affects
other industrics and the publie interests. We
require to sec to what extent it may affect
the other indnstries, such as agriculture, fruit
growing and mining, What Joes thiz *¢mod-
est little Bill”’ provide for? It provides for
a Conservator of Torests, appointed for seven
years at a snlary not specified, and remov-
able only at the will of Parliament. The
present Oomservator is a gentleman with
whom I am not aequainted, but I can ray
T have heard no one speak of him exeept in
termg of praise. I have no reasom whatever
to think he is not o very worthy gentleman,
that he is not well acquainted with the forest
industry, that he has not a thorough and secien-
tific knowledge, and considerable experience.
But there are a few points that have been
presented to me by gentlemen whe admit the
Conservator’s pgreat ability, points which are
worthy of consideration. I do not know how
long the Counservator has been in this State,
I understand for a couple of years. I would
gugorest that in a Conscrvator of TForeats
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with the very drastic powers embodied in the
Bill, something more is needed than a know-
ledge of forestry. Such a man may know all
about trees all over the world, he may have
devated his whole life o the study, he may
be a thorough scientist; but he requires to
be more than that, We require to be quite
sure that he is & good administrator. I do not
zay that the present Conservator is not a good
administrator, but we should be perfectly cer-
tain that he is not only the forester of high
repute which he is said to be, but that
he is a capable administrator alss, and that
he has sach a knowledge of affairs in this
country as will enable him to carry out
the duties of Conservator of Fovests without
creating friction. He requires to understand
West Australian conditions and know the peo-
ple, and to have a proper sense of proportion
of the value of the timber industry as com-
pared with other industries, From what Mr,
Ewing said, one would infet that somebody
associgted with the Forests Department has
not a proper sense of proportion as between
the value of the forest industry and the value
of the tin industry. These are points we
ought to comsider in connection with the ap-
pointment of the Conservator, The fact that
the Conservator is such an excellent officer
in respeet of his knowledge and cxperience
of forests has been advanced as a reason
why he is a good man to be Conservator.
But to be the administrator necessary under
the Bill he must be possessed of a knowledge
of Western Australian conditions and of the
‘Western Australian people.  Personally, I
think that whilst we cannot altogether over-
look the gentleman who will take the posi-
tion if the Bill be passed, still we ought to
look beyond that. We do not know how long
the present occupant of the position will eon-
tinue therein if appointed. There are many
reasons why he may leave the State and we
may have to get another, and we should look
forward to the possibility of other Commis-
sioners, some of whom may not be efficient.

Therefore, we ought to be wvery careful
before we give to any one man the
drastic  powers contained in the BIilL

The powers are of a most extensive character.
They are autocratic. We are virtually estab-
lishing a sort of forest king in this State, He
ean say what land shall be permanently dedi-
cated as a State forest and shall be reserved.
Of course, the Colonial Sceretary will point out
that all these powers are checked in some way
or other beeause there is in the Bill a refer-
ence to the Minister or to the Geovernor, but
we know what that means, that after all the
check is very small indeed. ‘We are giving the
Conservator of Forests more power than any
other man in this State possesses and over
an area which he himself has the power to de-
fine, Take that excellent book which was pub-
lished not long ago by Hutehins on the forests
of Australia, and in which he dealt with the
forests of Western Australin, We saw in the
coloured maps the extensive area of forest
counttry which we have. We do not know how
far the Conservator of Forests may consider

.the foreat country may extend or what restric-
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tions he may impose, and to what extent such

a procedure may affect other industries. The

very enthusizsm of the Conservator of Forests

—and we hope he is enthusiatic because he

would not be of much use if he did not have

a great deal of enthusiasm—mnust cause him to

oxaggerate the importance of the forest in-

dustry. It would be desirable in a Conservator
that that should be so, but it is equally desir-
able while recognising that, that we should not
give him too extengive powers, but that we
ghould limit his powers in some way. Hon.
members can see for themselves in the Bill
the enormous powers which are given to the

Conservator. Regulations are to be framed

under no fewer than 42 different sub-clauses.

They cover all sorts of things. He can dezl

with any vast area of country that he may

choose to call forest country. There is one
clause that seems to me to contain most re-

markable power to give to any man, and I

doubt whether this Parliament has the power

to do so, The particular clause I refer to is
the clanse under which the Conservator may
prohibit the exportation of certain kinds of

timber. Tt may be a desirable clanse, but I

doubt whether we can constitutionally altow

it to pass in its present form. Tt is Clanse 67,

and reads—

The Governor may by notification in the
‘‘Gazette,’’ declare that certain species or
classes of timber to be therein speeified ghall
not be exported until after sueh timber has
been inspected and the permission of the
Conservator to the exportation thereof has
heen obtained.

And the second part is significant. It states—
Any person who exports any such timber
which does not bear a mark or brand, to
be affixed by a forest officer, indicating that
sach permission has been given, shall be
liable to a fine of £10 per load of 50 cubic
feet of timber exported. :

‘The importation and exportation of the com-

modities was one of the exclnsive powers pos-

sessed by the Commonwealth Government. Tt
was one of those powers which the State ser-
rendered to the Commonwealth Government.

It is not ineluded in the current or residuary

powers left to the State, but here in this clause

we are actually forbidding the exportation of

a certain eommodity. The Colonial Secretary

may find some anthority for it. I hope he wiil

be able to give us some justifieation for it
when he replies. There is another aspect of
this Bill which we shonld not overlook because
at the present time there is no legislation
affecting in any way the finances of this State
that should not be carefully examined by this

House. In the clauses dealing with finances,

it is provided that half of the revenue of the

Forest Department will be nsed as a fund for

forest improvement and reafforestation. that

is, half of the revenue derived from the forests.

T take it that means gross revenue.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: There is only one sort
of revenue; the gross revenue.

Hon. .JJ. W, KIRWAN: T would ask hon.
members what this means. We know that the
revenue from the timber industry during the
past few years has not been normal, There-
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fore we have to go back to the pre-war year
of 1913-14, In that year the revenue was
£33,000. The expenditure during the same
year was £12,000. That meant that the net
revenue was £40,000, and that the State finances
benefited by that amount. I contend that if
we pass this Bill it is inevitable that we are
going to lose that amount of money. I assume
that the revenue to be derived from the forests
will, now that the war is over, approach the
total whieh I have quoted. It will probably
be more, but if we take it on the basis of the
1913-14 figores, the finaneces will lose that
£40,000. It may be said that the Bili only
provides that half the gross revenue be de-
voted to forest improvement and reafforesta-
tion. On the basis of the pre-war revenue, that
would be £26,000. The expenditure, as I have
stated, was £12,000. If we pass this Bill, it
is certain that the expenditure of the Forest
Department will be increased. It iz no ex-
aggeration to say that this Bill will be re-
gponsible for twice the expenditure of the pre-
war year. Assuming the expenditure will be
£24,000, that wonld mean that practically half
the total revenue would go towards forest im-
provement and reafforestation, and the re-
mainder would go towards the ordinary ex-
penditure of the Forest Department as required
under the Bill. It seems to me amazing that
at a time Jike this the Treasurer showld have
so readily agreed to a Bill which will make
him £40,000 a year worse off as compared with
the pre-war period. We hear the Treasurer say
that there is no chance of economising. He
quotes fizures and shows expenditure which isg
inevitable on account of interest and sinking
fund, and also to meet charges that he has no
control over and which Parliament has em-
bodied in Bills, and then he points out
that after all, the area over which
aconomies ean be effected is very limited.
But whilst he is constantly making that
plea. the Government are increasing ex-
penditure and passing legislation which is mak-
ing the position worse, Later on if the Bill as
it stands becomes law, he will say that this is
something over which he had no control. I
feel that we ought to modify this particular
portion of the Bill by an amendment that will
still leave ample meney with which to make a
beginning with the work that it is desired to
carry out. What T will propose is that in place
of half the gross revenue, half the net revenue
should be set aside for forest improvement and
reafforestation. A double purpose wounld be
gerved if this is earried beeause, in addition to
n slightly reduced expenditure on forest im-
provement and reafforestation thare would also
be some inducement for the department and
the enthusiastic head to keep down depart-
mental expenditure so that there might be more
money available for improvement and reaf-
forestation, The exact effect of the amend-
ment wounld be that, on the pre-war basis, in-
stead of getting £26,000 a year for forest
improvements and reafforestation the Conser-
vator wonld have £20,000, It would only mean
an actnal difference of £6,000 to the cxpendi-
ture on forest impravement and reafforesta-
tion, but T consider that it would mean a good
deal mere indircetly and it would be a guar-
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antee that at any rate some amount would ge
to Consolidated Revenve. I know hon. mem-
bers will say that £20,000 iz a wmere trifle to
gpend upon forest improvement. I am inclined
to take the view that very little can be done
with such a sum of money, but it is not the
amount that should be expended in a matter of
that sort; it is what the State can afford.
There are a great many directions in which
expenditure might be usefnlly and profitably
speut in Western Australia, but with a deficit
of £3,200,000 and the prospect this year of
another deficit of anything between £600,000
and £750,000, it is about time we began to be
cantious before passing a Bill which will make
the finances ammually worse to the extent of
£40,000. It may be said that we will get it
back in additional revenune from the Forest
Department. The result of this will net be
geen immediately. We are legislating in this
Bill not for to-day, hut for generations ahead,
and there will be no immediate beneficial re-
sults from this Forest Bill, Despite what has
been done financially in other States and de-
spite the needs of the forests and of the future
we should cut our coat aecording to our cloth.
We cannot at present afford to carry out all
the financial proposals contained in the Bill

Sitting suvspended from 6.15 till 7.30 p.m.

Hon, J, MILLS (Central) [7.38]% I desire
to make a few remarks in connection with this
Bill. T notice that the leader of the
House has introduced a new eclause, No.
48, At first I thought it was the intention of
the Government to provide this fire break in
order to protect the private owner. My opinion
is, the more fires that go through the forests,
the better it will be for their preservation. The
leaves that fall annually provide sufficient
material for the fire to keep the undergrowth
down, whercas if there were no fire for a year
or two, the undergrowth would be a menace,
not only to the young timber, but to the
forest. I argue, therefore, that it would be
better for fires to be encouraged as much as
posgsible every year, and with this object in
view T suggest that men could be employed in
the forests to clear around the small scedlings
and remove fallen timber. This would be an
splendid avenue of employment for returned
soldiers who, owing to the exactions of the
war, are physically ineapable of any strenuous
cmployment. Of ecourse it wonld entail a lot
of expense, but T think it would be justified.
I am ecertain, if we make fire breaks in the
manner suggested by the Bill, sooner or later
& fire will destroy the whole forest if the
leaves and debris have been allowed to ac-
enmulate for eight or ten vears. Tt is mot
more possible to stay forest fires than to pre-
vent the rains falling from heaven; therefore,
I cannot support that clause.

Hon, J, T, ALLEN (West) [7.35]: It is
my intention to support the Bill. W¢ have ue
right to exploit the forests of this State unless
we make some provision for those whe come
after us. There is a limit to the extent «f
our duty to do this, and it is a quostion
whether this is an opportune moment for the
purpose of introducing a measure of thiz de-
seription.  'With the cessation of hostilitics

[COUNGIL.]

Europe, there will be a large demand for
building materials, and if the passing of the
measure places any restriction upon the free
export of timber, it may do us an irreparable
injury in years to come. We have before us
a splendid opportunity of advertising what the
State will produce, and our timber is not the
least of our valuable products. A gond deal
has been said about the timber and its value,
and the Colonial Seeretary, in introducing the
Biil, remarked that our timbers have been used
in the past for purposes for which they were
too goed, namely for sleepers and so forth.
I do not quite agree with that. The reputation
of our Western Australian timbers has been
based upon those qualities that they possess,
and the engineers, architeets, and builders of
the world do not wait for the people of West-
ern Australia to tell them what they are good
for, they assess them at their own value, I
suggest that the Government should do the
same, Let me give an instance of the manner
in which the Government advertise our West-
ern Australian timbers. Only a few weeks ago
T was at North Fremantle, where a train was
taken over whieh had been constructed by the
W.A. Ironworks, No fault could be found
with the contract, but it was extraerdinary
that the carriages were furnished throughout
ingide with teak from India, with the exception
of a few shutters which were made of honey-
suckle wood. Is that the way we are going to
advertise the timbers of this State? If we do
that, how can we expect the people of other
parts of the world to adopt our timberat Re-
cently we had another instance. We had the
Bulk Handling of Wheat Bill before us. One
or more speakers advocated the use of jarrah
for the construction of the silos, but the Min-
ister in charge of the Bill said that jarrah was
unsuitable for the purpose on account of the
risks of fire, and that the cost of fire insurance
would be so great that it would not pay to vse
jarrah, Since then evidence has beem given
hefore the Royal Commission on wheat market-
ing, and published in the Fress, which goes to
show that, even assuming the silos were con-
structed of jarrah, the cost of the insurance
of the silos and their contents would he less
than the interest on the incrcased cost of econ-
struction in conerete. When we realise that
we produce the jarrah and that we have a Gov-
ernment introducing a measere for the purpose
nf using an imported material, in preference to
our timber, it seems hypoerisy. I join with
several speakers on a goad deal of controver-
sinl matter. 1 also eonsider that the powers
given to the Conscervator of Forests are too
great, I realise that we must have eontinuity
of policy, and that we mmst have au officer
with a certain free hand, but we know that
those with enthusiam in any walk of life fail
to realisc the bearing of onc industry upen
another, Our foresters would no doubt be
seized with that spirit of the forest which
seems to animate those engaged in that class
of work, Tt is vight that that should be so,
but it nceds the controlling hand of those in-
terested in other directions to see that they
do not go too far, and therefore T favour the
suggeation that a board of control should be
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ereated with a fixed tenure of office to met with
the Conservator. [ do not approve of an ad-
visory board. We have had instances already
of advisory boards. One was existing in con-
neetion with our forests, but a time came when
the Minister dispensed with it and aected on
his own initiative. We have had a similar in-
stance of an advisory board in connection with
wheat marketing. We must have a beard of
control with cxecntive powers, in conjuetion
with the Conservator of Forests. There is an-
other difficulty which the Bill presents: what
is the difference between a State forest and
a timber reserve? I imagine that a State
forest is a permanent reserve in which we shall
perpetuate for all time the timber production
for our requirements, and timber reserves are
only temporary reserves for that purpose,
But I may be wrong.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:
clause bears on that.

Hon, J. P, ALLEN: The interpretation is
very wide, In other words, it says a State
forest i3 a State forest and a timber reserve
is a timber reserve under this Bill. T looked
up ‘‘holding’’ and ‘‘tenure’? and I saw a
slight difference there. But the most important
difference I notice ig in relation to hewing.
A good deal of controversy has taken place
both here and in another place on this ques-
tion, and I find that timber hewing is not
allowed within the boundaries of the Stale
forests. But it says nothing as to whether
it is allowed or not inside a timber re-
serve, If it is to be allowed inside a tim-
ber Teserve, I imagine that it might as well
be allowed in the State forests alao. 11,
ou the other hand, it means that tho
hewers can work in neither the State
forests nor the timber reserves, it secms
that that clause of the Bill dealing
with hewing should be in another placs.
Another question which struck me was that of
the finaneces, namely, that one-half of the
revenne of the department should be expended
by the Conservator without any other authority
than the Act. T see an amendment by the
Coleninl Seeretary on the Notice Paper, how-
ever, that the proviso at the end of Clause 41
should be transposed to Subclause 2. This will
clear up the position,

The Colonial Secretary: That will make the
matter clear.

Hon, J. F. ALLEN: Yes. T see that it
applies in a proper manner. Another question
about which I am not quite clear is as to how
far this Bill will interfere with existing rights
grauted by other Acts. We have an Aet giv-
ing Mr. Rowley certain rights over blackboy
in the State forests, 1 am not quite sure how
far these rights would be interfered with, or
whether he would be protected uwider this
measure. =]

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Have they not lapsed?

Hon. .J. P, ALLEN: I do not know about
that. TFf these rights have lapsed then there is
nothing more to be said. There may be other
eoncessions, however, which have been granted.
Then there is the question of oil. The Con-
servator is given power over the minerals with-
in the boundaries of State forests. Does this

The interpretation
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apply to any discovery of oil within these
boundaries? If so, it may prevent the found-
ing of an industry which will be of greater
importance to the State than the timber in-
dustry. If this is not so, well and good. I
have pleasure in supporting the second read-
ing of the Bill

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson debate ad-
journed.

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.
. Seleet Committee’s report.

Debate resumed from the 26th November,

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [7.48]: Generally speaking the report of
the s€lect committee is the unanimous verdiet
of the members composing that body. There
is, however, an exception, and that is in regard
to the clanse which deals with the gueation of
State control and a State children’s couneil.
The committee on this point were equally
divided. The question is of sufficient import-
ance to warrant me in placing before the
House some extracts from the evidence which
was tendered to the select committee by vari-
ous witnesses. With this object in view, I refer
members to the evidence which I am glad to
see has now been placed before them, The
first witness called was Mr. Cowan, a member
of the children’s court. After a preliminary
examination, certain questions were put to this
witness by the chairman. It will be found in
question 25 that this witness makes the fol-
lowing statement—

If there were a State children’s council it
would be a different thing. From the point
of view of the Children’s Protection Society,
for which I desire to speak, there should be
a State children’s eeuneil

[ ask hon. members to note this. It seemed to
me, at the time certain witnesses were giving
evidence on behalf of the Children’s Protection
Bociety, that they were probably being unduly
influenced on hehalf of this society, on the
question as to whether there should be a State
children’s council or whether the matter should
remain as at present in the hands of the Min-
ister through the State Children’s Depart-
ment, Mrs. Cowan was the first witness whe
made reference to this question, and she says,
in reply to the chairman’s question, No, 35,
““You are a member of the Children's Pro-
tection Seciety?’’

Yes. T have been a member since its in-
caption.

The chairman then asked her—

What is your opinion of the method »f
control of the State Children’s Department
as it exists and as it should exist?

Mrs, Cowan replied—

Enowing a good deal about what is going
on we feel there should be a State ehildren’s
council. .

T will miss questions 35 to 44, dealing with the
question of o State childven’s council as against
State control. The next witness to whom I
would ¢all attention is Jean Beedle, a member
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ot the Children’s Court,
is asked—

Have yon considered the creation of a

State children’s couneil?
The witucss replied—

Yes. I think it would be an advantage
if it were constituted on proper lines. 1 do
not think that just anybody should be ap-
pointed to that council, but only capable
men and women should be chosen. Then it
would be a splendid thing, for if members
are to be chosen for their social and politi-
cal opiniens I could not expect much of
them.

I ask hon. members particularly to note that.
Later on they will find from the evidence that
it was desired that there should be a State
children’s council, because such a body. could
better control the work, T intend showing
later on, as a result of these questions which
were asked of representatives of the Children’s
Proteetion Society, that they based the whole
of their opinion, and the whole of their reasons
for stipnlating for a State children’s council,
upon the systemi that is in vogue in South
Australin. Mirs. Jessie Gover, who is the
secretary of the Children’s  Protection
Society, was then ealled. She, with
others, states that she considers a State
eouncil couid do better work than the State
department. She went on in her evidence to
instance the fact that the State children’s
eouncil would he able to obtain more money
than probably the department would be able
to obtain, having better faeilities for getting
money from those who were entrosting the
child to the eare of the council. The Rev. D.
I. Freedman, in question 335, is asked—

You take an interest in and hold an offi-
cial position upon the Children’s Protection
Society?

The witness answered—

I am chairman of the executive commit-
tee of the Children’s Protection Socicty.
The same witness also zdvocates a State chil-
dren’s econncil. Then we come to Major David
McClure, of the Salvation Army, and eoeial
seeretary for the State. He is o man who has
had a great deal of experience in this class of
work in South Ansiralia. Before I refer to the
evidence of this witness, I wounld like to state
that the South Australian Government issued
& booklet giving particulars upon which the
State chillren’s eouncil of the State is
founded. The couneil is composed of six ladies
and gix gentlemen, who are appointed by the
Government from time to time as may be
necessary. The council have no right even to
suggest names to the Government, and every
year on the i1st December four members must
retire, but are eligible for re-election. Mem-
bers will sec at a glance that, in the form in
which these members of the State children’s
council of South Awstralia are elected, room
i3 given for any reasonable-minded person to
come to the conclusion that they are fo a
great extent subject to political influence, the
appointments being controlled by the Govern-
ment in power. This booklet also refers to the
finances of the South Australian State child-

ren’s council, and it says—

In question 174, she

[COUNCIL.]

The financial affairs of the department
ar¢ almost exelusively under Ministerial con-
trol, the council only making a recommenda-
tion once a year to the Government as to
the oxpenditurs, The council does not, how-
ever, deal with accounts or consider monthly
expenses,

I mention this, because in the evidence of one
or two of the witnesses before the select com-
mittee, it was stated that it would be neces-
sary to have some executive power; in other
words, if the State children’s council were ap-
pointed here they woull require to have some
control over the charity vote, which I think
would be dctrimental to the best interests of
ehild life in the State. Then it was argued
that if the State children’s council were ap-
pointed they would be able to get more money
from the fathers of illegitimate chiidren., In-
gtanees were given of this which do not ap-
pear in the evidence, because it was asked as a
special favour that they should not appear, in-
dicating where money was really got from a
father under circumstances which I am quite
sure would not redound to the credit of any
such covneil, should such a body come into ex-
istence, Suffice it to say that notwithstanding
the faet that the State children’s council of
Bouth Auvstralia is held up as a model council,
a little further on in the booklet I find this
paragraph, relating to the methods of the col-
lection of money for the maintenance of the
children—

The colleetion from defaulting parents for
their contributions towards the support of
their children is another part of the de-
partment’s work. The sung collected last
year towards the total cost of State children
was £1,534, aud iz much short of what
should be paid.

It will be secen that this model State council
of South Australia with all its machinery, and
in apite of all that has Deewr said in evidence
regarding it, is not what it is cracked up to
he. With the ability and efficiency of the offi-
cers of our State Children Department, and in
view of the manner in which they carry out
their dnties, and also considering the proposed
enlargements and improvements of the juris-
lietion of the Children’s Court, I have no
donbt that the State Children Department of
Western Australia would prove more effective
than a body sclected from time to time subject
to political control, a body continually chang-
ing, a body which may consist to-day of the
best men and women in the State, but to-
morrow may he of an entirely different chac-
acter. TIn the circumstances T have no hesita-
tion in affirming that our State Children De-
partment can more cffectively earry out this
wark than conld a State couneil such as men-
tioned by Mr, Kingsmill; and I hope that
when the Bill is in Committee that which at
present exists here in this respect will be
maintained, and that the Government willi be
assisted in their efforts to deal with State
children, For further information in regard
to the operations of the State children’s coun-
cil of South Australia, T would ask hon, mem-
bers to peruse the evidence of Major MeClure,
of the Salvation Army, whose labours extend
over a period of 25 years in South Aunstralia,
and compare this evidenee with that tendered
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by those witnesses who support the idea of a
State children’s council in this State. I bave
the firm econviciion that hon, members will
eome to the conclusion that State control is
preferable to control by State children’s
couneil.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H.
P. Colebatch—East) [8.3]: I have very few
words to offer in supporting the motion. I
feel deeply indebted to the select committee
for the very thorough manner in whieh they
have examined the Bill. It recalls to my mind
the fact that a committee composed of almost
identienlly the same members last year did
similar servies not only to the Government,
but to the State in connection with the Bill
to amend the Health Act. The result of their
labours is that at the present time this State
of Western Australia is in a better position
for eoping with such an outbreak as that of
pneumonic influenza recently reported, than
is any other State of the Commonwealth, For
that happy condition of affairs T think wo are
chiefly indebted to the foresight of our Com-
missioner of Public Health, and the tactful
manner in which the select committee of this
House carried that Bill over a number of con-
troversial clauses, As regards the amend-
ments reecommended by the seleet committee,
there are very few that I am not prepared
to adopt just as they stand, But there are two
or three regarding which I desire to offer a
few words of comment. Se far as the pro-
posed State Children’s Council is concerned, I
do not think it is ncecessary to say anything
just now, as the committee bheing equally
divided, do not make a reecommendation. I
think it will be generally conceded that a
movement of this kind—whether it is in the
nature of reform or otherwise I need not
arguo just now—should not be put inte force
until there s behind it a sufficient body of
public opinion to convinee at all events a
majority of the select committee constituted
as this one was, that the step is necessary.
Therefore it is hardly worth while discussing
the matter at present. Of the amendments
which have been proposed one relates to the
appointment of a probation officer. I am not
sure whether that is an amendment or a sug-
gestion, but at all events it is a suggestion
which the department hope to be in a posi-
tion very shortly to carry into effect.” In
the Children’s Court at the present time the
police who have to attend do not wear uni-
form. Every effort is made to render the
Children’s Court as unlike a court as possible
from that point of view. There iy one para-
graph of the report which deals with the eon-
stitution of the Children’s Court and the posi-
tion of the special magistrate, which rather
puggoests to my mind that the select committec
might not be entirely conversant iwith the
present practice. That paragraph of the re-
port reads—

Your eommittee consider that it is essen-
tial that the speecizl magistrate of the court,
with whose functions, present and proposed,
it has no desire to interfere, should he a
m'ag:strate, police or resident, or a person
with legal training, but does not conmsider

1311

that his time should be exclusively devoted

to the service of the court. The present

practice seems satisfactory.

Hen, W, XKingsmill: That is the present
practiee.

The COLONIAIL: SECRETARY: That
paragraph gseems to my mind rather contradic-
tory. The committee in the first place set
up the proposition that it is desirable that
the apecial magistrate to the court, the man
who as a matter of practice presides over
the court and directs its affairs, should be a
magistrate, police or resident, or a man with
legal training; and then the commitiee go on
to say that the present practice secms satis-
factory. But the present practice is that the
speeial magistrate, police or resident, the per-
gon with legal training, never appears in that
court at all, or very, very seldom.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: Not very often, no.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It is not
very often the magistrate sits. Therefors,
how it can be considered by- the select com-
mittee as desirable that the active head of the
Children’s Court should be a resident or o
police magistrate or a man with legal train-
ing, and also considered by the committee
that the present position is satisfactory, when
in point of fact the resident magistrate takes
very little interest in court, having very little
time to attend to it, I do not quite understand.
I think that in a very little while it may be
found desirable to have at the head not only
of the Perth Children’s Court but of all the
Children’s Courts thronghout the metropoli-
tan area such a trained man as the select
committee seem to suggest. As regards the
select committee's proposal for the abolition
of Clauses 9, 10, 11 and 12, which deal with
the apprenticing out of children from institu-
tions and the control of their moneys, I had
alrexdy agreed to this as the resnlt of a depu-
tation which waited upon me before the select
committece sat. Conzequently I am quite in
aecord with that recommendation. The sug-
gestion that the word ‘‘eonvicted’’ should
be struck out of Clanse 2, paragraph 2, I am
also quite in aecord with, and for the reasons
advanced by the chairman of the seleet com-
mittece.  We do not want to class as a State
child every child who may be convicted of a
minor offence. But T think the sclect com-
mitter would probably agree with the amend-
ment which I propose to submit, substituting
for ‘‘convieted’’ the words ‘‘committed to
an institution.’” Tt is considered desirable
that such children should become State chil-
dren. The sclect committee propose a new
paragraph to be added to Clause 6—

Upon any order having been made in con-
neetion with any child by the Children’s
Court it shall be the dnty of the depart-
ment to earry out in all partienlars such
order.

That iy all right so far as it goes, and without
any such clause in the Bill it is undoubtedly
the duty of the department to carry out such
orders, But I do net know whether it is in-
tended thit that paragraph should interfere
with the discretion at the present time given
to the Minister under the Aect in these cases.
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If it is intended that the diseretion should be
interfered with, then it seems to me that some
tarther amendment of the principal Act will
be necessary. The appeal from the Children’s
Court is to the Supreme Court and of course
can only be taken in proper time. I am sure
no member will desire that there shonld be no
recourse except an appeal to the Supreme
Court, As & natter of practice it is wvery
rarely indeed that the department, through the
;\!Llplster, interferes in any way with the de-
cigions of the Children’s Court; and I ven-
ture to say that every instance in which these
decisions have been interfered with eould be
entirely justifiel. In one ease that oeccurred
a very little while ago, the Children’s Court
had ordered a eertain child to be entrusted
te the eustody of its grandmother in prefer-
enee to its mother, Having read the evidence
very carcfully, T have no doubt that the de-
cislon was ahsolutely a right onec. A very
s!}ort time afterwards, however, the whole
sitvation was altered by the retmrn of the
fnthpt' of the child from the war and his es-
tablishing a home with his wife. I do not
know under the present Act of any means by
whieh that child could have been restored to
ity father and mother exeept by the order of
the Minister, which dia undoubtedly interfere
with the decision of the court. I think, how-
ever, that the interference wans n VeTY i‘.)l'D[JCI‘
one. There ia one other case—and T think i+
is the ¢ase which gave rise to the evidence on
whieh the sclect committee founded their eon-
clusion, because it is the only ease in which
to my knowledge, any objection has been ta,km{
to the action of the department in interfering
through the Minister with the order of the
eourt—a case of a boy 16 years of age who
hail heen convicted for a sceond time of theft
and who had been sentenced by the court tuJ
threc months’ inprisonment, Ou reviewing
the ease it scened to the departmont, and it
also scemed to me, that something better might
be done; and there were also people who eame
fm-ward and undertook to look after the hoy
if he was committed to their charge. The
course taken in that instance was to recom.
mend the Governor through the Attorney Gen-
eral to remit the remainder of the sentence
Just a3 would have been done in the case of
& eriminal of mature age,

an. W. Kingsmill: That ease
mentioned to the select committee,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That is the
only case in my experience of these mat-
ters in which any resentment has been ex-
pressed at the action of the department in
interfering with the deecisions of the court. As
a matter of faet, that lad of 16 years was
released and very shortly afterwards, before
actually reaching the required age, he enlisted
and went abroad in the service of his country.
Another matter which has to be considered in
this connection is that this Aet operates all
over the State. TIn Perth we have a Children’s
Court eomprised of men and women who attend
very regularly and are familiar with the Aect
and have a very fine appreciation of their
duties; but now and agoin cases of this kind
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the State who may not be familinr with the
Act and who in gome cases possibly may not
have that very high appreciation of thetr
duties. I hope it is not intended by the addi-
tion of this clause to take away the right the
Minister now las under the Act—apparently
a right deliberately conferred—of reviewing
deeisions of this kind. T think those are prae-
tically the only amendments suggested by the
Committee with which any faunlt whatever can
be found, and consequently I ¢ordially support
the motion moved by Mr. Kingsmill.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan—in
reply) [8.13]: T wish to thank the Celonial
Seeretary for the kindly manner in which he
has reviewed the amendments suggested by the
seleet commitice, and alse for the extremely
complimentary remarks he has made about the
work of the committce. Regarding the Child-
ren’s Court, let me point out that there is no
contradietion whatever. So far as the scleet
committee are concerned, they are quite satis-
fiedl with the present method of running the
Childven’s Court and do not think it neeessary
that a speeial magistrate should invariably sit
in the eourt. As a faet, a special magistrate
in my opinion—and I think the committec
agree in this—is a man who need be ealled
upon ouly when legal questions arite, as they
must often arise, in the Children’s Court, de-
manding more knowledge of the law than is
likely to be found amongst those persons who
at present deo the bulk of the work of the
Children’s Court. TFor that reason, and in
order that it may not be possible to appoint as
president or specinl magistrate of the court n
gentleman who has not the requisite legal
knowledge, the select committec deemed it
necessary to place that recommendation hefore
this House. There are cases hon, members ean
think of for themselves which may arise even
in the Children’s Court where an intimate
knowledge of the law and an intimate know-
ledge of the consequences which may arise
from a decision given by the conrt—which de-
cision might have far-reaching consequences——
are necessary, and therefore the serviees of a
special magistrate are needed. But the aelect
committee do not think it necessary or advis-
able that the special magistrate should he
taken away from the work for which I under-
stand we have all too few magistrates to-day,
in order that he may sit daily in the Child-
ren’s Court. T ecannot imagine that for
somg years to ecome a set of cireum-
stances might arize which would necessi-
tate his doing so. I think that is
the view which the sclect committee have
taken of that aspeet of the matter,
Now let me deal with the matter the Colonial
Secrctary dealt with last—the question of re-
viewing the verdicts and sentences of that
court., When a court is set up it is set up in
a judieinl capacity, and no person should have
the power of varying the commitments of that
court. If it be desired to make such variations
I suggest that he shonld embody in the Bill
an amendment providing that such sentences
as he spoke of might he referred to the court
for the eourt itseif to review. Bub to create
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is, [ think, a stultifieation of justice. I do
not think it is right or proper to the court or
the eommunity, and that is the reason I, and
I think the other members of the seleet com-
mittec, thought it was the duty of the depart-
ment to carry out without variation any of the
verdiets of the c¢ourt whether they agree with
them or not. Mr, Duffell made various remarks
about the children’s eouncil, but 1 intiwated
at the beginning that I had abandoned this
project for the time being, and it would he
beating the air to reply to his remarks, although
a perfectly convineing reply, T think, is avail-
able. T have again to thank the leader of the
House for the kindly mapnce in which he has
viewed the amendments recommended by the
seleet committee, and I lope that the Com-
mittee of the whole will support the select
committee that they have appointed,
Question put and passed,

BILL—CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT.

Message veevived from the Assembly noti.
fying that amendments 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6 had
been agreed to, but that No. 2 lLad not been
agreed to.

MOTION—HONORARY MINISTERS AXND
DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION,
Debate resumed from the 28th November on

motion by Hon. A, Sanderson, **That in the

opinion of this House, the present system of
entrusting the administration nnd control of
important departments of State to Honorary

Ministers is undesiralble.”’

Hon. J. W. HICKEY (Central) [8.20]: I
rise to support the motion. T do so beecause
I realise that to a great oxtent this is a
motion of censure upon the present Adminis-
tration. So far as 1 eould gather from the
teend of the remarks T think the criticism and
the debate tend to that conviction, However, T
do not suppose that the Government will take
very much notice of the motion, because they
have had so many kicks in the past that they
will take a more or less philosophical view of
the situation and say that one or two kicks
more or less do not matter much. Whatéver
may be said about the appointment of Hon-
orary Ministers in the past, thiz can be said,
that it has never been doune under the same
eondlitions as at present. During the debate
we have had the listory of the appeintment
of Honorary Ministers given to us hy old
political heads in this Chamber. They have
traced the system back to these who were ap-
pointed in an advisory ecapacity. From their
remarks it appears than since the advent of
the Labour Administration the Lonorary Min-
isters were given a little more work and per-
haps rendered o little more assistance to the
administration, and of course received a ecer-
tain amount of vremuneration. But it was evi-
dently left to this Government to appoint Hon-
orary Ministers to the full control of depart-
ments and full responsibility of administra-
tion, and practieally pay them office boys’
wages. If these anpointments and the assiat-
ance are necessarr—and evidently the Gov-
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ernment think they are—then if the people
were given proper reasons they might Le pre-
pared to give the Government power to alter
the Coustitution, so that instead of having
Honorary Ministers acting like they are to-
day they eould have .uinisters who rank as
such. The present Government are emulating
to a considerakble extent the national worker
or the blackleg organisation. As the Honorary
AMinister has been mentioued pretty often in
connection with this debate, T wish to say 1
have had very little experience of him, hut
what little experience I lave had will indnee
e to keep well away from him in the future.
There is one particular department of his work
in regard to which 1 have come elosely in con-
taet with him, and consider le is totally un-
fitted for. 1 say so without any heat, reerim-
ination, or harsh thoughts of the past. L
reter to his stand in connection with indus-
trial matters.  SBomae timo ago this country
was thrown into practically a state of chaos
ro far as wheat loading was coneerned, T am
not going to review the history of what was
kunown as the strike on that oceasion. T have
been connected with indwstrial matters for
many years, and I have always been able to
deal in a Dbusinesslike and practical manner
with the opposition. Tn some instances the
men have been te blame, and T have had no
hegitation in telling them ro. In other instances
the employers have been to blame, and after
having explained the matter to them 1 have
generally heen able to arrive at a satisTactory
conetusion to all coneerned. Tn this case |
endeavoured to do the same thing, and aceom-
panied a deputation to the IMonorary Minister.
T think we know pretty well the result, I
might say, with all due respeet to the Ionorary
Minister, T have never had to deal with a man
who was less prepared to meet me, or who
was more uncempromising than the hon. gen-
tleman, He placed the eountry to a great deal
of expense, and that is a matter for our con-
sidevation. With regard o the merits or de-
merits of that particular strike, T will give no
opinion just now. T gave it to the hon gen-
tlemen on a former occasion. While T was
in entire sympathy with the demands of the
men on that occasion, 1 frankly admit I was
not in sympathy with the methods adopted
to secure their demands. As T told them,
T was prepared to go into the matter with
the Honorarv Minister. T attempted to dis-
cuss the matter with him, but he turned me
down flat, and said there was nothing to dis-
cuss. T even went so far as to ask him, whe-
ther, if T were prepared to go back and take
it on my own responsibility te aslk the men
to return to work te-morrow, he would re-
employ them, He said there was mnothing
further from his mind. That amounted to
vietimisation. T said to him, "“¥You are pre-
pared to victimise them even if T admit they
are wrong.”’ He said, ““You ean eall it vie-
timisation if you like, but they are mno
longer in the employ of the Wheat Schema.’’
Tn conneetion with that matter I asked a ques-
tion on the floor of the House, and he denied
vietimisation, But if that waa not vigtimi-
sation T should like to know what it was. T
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asked, ‘‘Is it a faet that the Minister de-
clined to discuss anything in the nature of
terms?’’ The Minister replied, *‘There is no
question of terms to discuss, The men cm-
ployed ceased work. They were given a
certain time in which to change their minds
and were told that if they did not return to
work on the terms specified they would be re-
fused further work in connection with the
Scheme.’”’ BSome days after that they asked
to be re-employed on the same terms, and
this was refused, and yet the Minister says
there was no vietimisation, These are the
sort of things that breed eclass bias, bitter-
ness, and hatred. If we find 2 man uncom-
promising, even when we go so far as to prae-
tically admit we are wrong, and even then
he will not give a fair deal, how can we ax.
peet industrial peace to reign? Evidently
the Honorary Minister has regretted his past
actions,

Hon, ¢, F. Baxter (Honorary Minister):
Oh, no.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: He claims there was
no vietimisation on that oceasion Evidently
he was guided or dominated by Mr. Eeys, al-
though I was rather surprised at that, be-
cause I always thought the Minister had
sufficient backbone te fight his own ease.
But now I am more satisfied than ever that
Mr. Keys is the man who eontrols the Minis-
ter.

Hon, J. J, Holmes: Have we not an arbi-
tration court to settle these disputest

Hou. .J. W. HICKEY: T am coming to that
in a moment. There was no arbitration court
to go to and this was the man we had to
deal with. I have no doubt hon, members
have had something to do with industrial
disputes, and they know something about the
practical, businesslike and tsetful way of
going about this business. I am satisfied
that the Minister’s sympathies were a little
bit with the men, but at the 2ame time he
did not have a chance. Since that time
those stacks have been left alone by union-
ists, That meant that many of the best car-
riers refused to go along to the stacka, with
the result that the Government have had to
pick up labour in a haphazard way. Bearing
in mind the fact that these men are an assct
to the country, it has taken since Tebruary
Inst to remove the vietimisation which was
pltaced on them, T have here a letter from
Mr. Keys, the man who bosses the Ministor,
written on the 28th November, and which
reads—

Turther to my recent conversation with

you over the telephone, I have pleasure in

forwarding you herewith copy of a letter
that has been addressed to the wvarious
officers in charge of the country wheat de-
pbts under the control of the Scheme,

This is the letter referred to—

I have to advise you that in the cm-
ployment of any labour at the depots for
the ecoming season, no applieant is to be
prejudiced by the fact that last year he
may have been one of those who went out
on strike, and his participation in last
year’s trouble shall not in any way count
arainsgt him,

[COUNCIL.]

That looks something like vietimisation. That
looks as if there had been an embargoe placed
on thosa men, If not, it is rather strange
that the secrctary of the organisation should
have received & communication of that nature
from the controller of the Wheat Scheme. In
anawer to that letter, to show how the men
are keeping faith, the secretary’s reply is as
follows:—

Your favour to hand of the 28th inst,
with copy: of letter addressed to the officer
in charge of the wheat depots, for which I
thank you. In return for that consideration
my union have publicly notified all membera
that the embargo placed on them by the
Miniater has been removed and they, with
others, are free to nececept work on any of
the depots at the rates you submitted to me
on the 20th December last year until our
case i3 determined by the Federal arbitra-
tion court.

Could anything be fairer than that by the re-
presentative of the men? They are prepared
to fall in with the proposals and they are pre-
pared to accept work at Iast year’s rates. Dur-
ing all my association with industrial matters
I do not think I ever went so far with a man
as 1 did with the Minister and what iz more,
the two men on the deputation who were with
me, and who were both well known labourites
and shearers in this country, one of whom also
had come into contact with some employers
who were most hidebound and conservative,
declared that they had never met anyone more
uncompromising or, as one, perhaps, vulgarly
remarked, more pig-headed than the Honerary
Minister.

Hon. ¥, J. Lynn; Stability,

Hon. J. HICKEY: Perhaps, but it has
taken a long time to develop. There is no need
to go further. T have no feeling in connection
with this matter at all. T am only mentioning
the subject in order that hon. members may
be prepared for future development, What I
have stated this evening ia correct. I offered
that morning to go back to the men and re-
eommend that they resume work on the old
conditions, provided the Minister was pre-
pared to re-employ them. He said he would
not and he had to engage 15 or 20 policemen
at Spencer’s Brook for a long period. All he
had to do there was to tell me that he was
prepared to remove the victimisation. Instead
of that he plunged the Bcheme into chaos and
involved the country in considerable expeundi-
ture, By no stretch of imagination can it be
said that the work was afterwards done as
satisfactorily as it had been done before. I
made myself familiar with everything that
tock place and I adopted my own method of
finding out what was going on. I was there to
see for myaglf. The Minister might ask how
I got there. The fact remains I got there and
I know exactly what happened. With regard
te the arbitration court award, we advised our
men to accept the conditions and to abide by
the decision of the court when the case came
on, We expeefed that the hearing would take
place this year, The genperal sccretary of the
organisation in Sydney has cited a case for
the arbitration court and we hope it will come
on for hearing in the near future, and, what-
aver the result mav be, we intend, as we have



[8 DrcEMBER, 1918.]

done in the past, to loyally abide by the de-
cision, just as the asscciation has abided by
every decision which has been given by the
court in Australia. The members of the union
have had certain disagreements and ruffles with
the employers, but it can be said to the credit
of the A.W.U, which perhaps is the most
powerful organisation in Australin, that they
have never broken an arbitration court award.
But what Jdo we find? Whilst they are pre-
pared to do that, Mr, [Baxter and Mr., Keys
are going to test the legality of whether the
award can operate in Western Avstralia. Is
that kind of thing conducive to good arrange-
mentt Will it help industrial matters in West-
ern Australia? If an arbitration court award
is good cnough for any part.of Eastern Aus-
tralia, it ought to be good enough for Western
Australia, even though a shilling or two shil-
lings more is awarded for this State. Yet those
in authority are prepared to plunge the coun-
try into a condition of industrial upheaval. T
am not using any threat but T want hon. mem-
bers to know what the position is, and to know
what is likely to oceur, and I degire to utter
thia warning, that if Mr. Baxter and Mr. Keys
are not prepared to do something te bring
about a solution of this diffieulty, the respon-
sibility of any trouble that may arise will be
on their shoulders. The men underatand that
the arbitration court has jurisdiction all over
Augtralia, yet even to-day Mr, Keys is get-
ting advice from the Crown Law authorities
asg to whether the award will eover Government
employees, They are prepared to contest this
matter and they are quite satisfied to hunt
around for an excuse for again throwing West-
ern Australia into a position of chaos. I sin-
cerely trust that will not happen again, I do
not mind being mized uvp in a littlo hurly
burly or industrial strife on occasions, if
necessary, but I always look for the line of
least resistance and try to get down to solid
business. These men are going back to werk
on the old conditions and I asay it advisediy,
without any leat or without any intention of
making a threat, that if the position is not ac-
cepted by the Wheat Scheme of Western Awus-
tralia, the responsibility of any difficulty which
may arise will rest entirely with the Minister
and the management of the Scheme. I would
even say that the pnext upheaval will hardly be
like the one which oecurred a few months back.
On that occasion it was a disjointed and a
spasmodic effort by a handful of men. On the
next occasion possibly there will be an organi-
sation behind them and it is difficult to say
how far the trouble will extend.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member will
speak to the motion.

Hon. J. HICKEY: T have heen drawn off
the track, perhaps, in eonnection with the mo-
tion becaunse I happen to know something of
this partienlar difficulty which has arisen as a
result of the Honorary Minister’s administra-
tion, and [ am expressing the hope that thers
will not be cause given for a recurrence. 1 am
not any longer concerned about what happened
before, but I am uttering a warning to the
Minister that if there is a recurrence of trouble
it may assume serious proportions, and some-
thing will oceur if the Minister and Mr. Keys
do not adopt a reasonable attitnde. The diffi-
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culty may have been thrown upon the Honor-
ary Minister somewhat suddenly after assum-
ing office and he may have acted entirely on
the advice of his manager. As a practical man
now, and having had some experience, he ought
to be in a befter pogition to act and to pre-
vent a recurrence of any kind of a difficulty.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West) |8.43]: I realige
thig is only ome more piocus resolution sub-
mitted and that a good deal of repetition bas
taken place in connection with the debate. 1T
have no wish to record a vote in econncetion
with this motion without explaining to some
little extent my reason xor veting, 1 propose
to support the motion, though not because the
Honorary Ministers ave not capable of adminis-
tering their departments. Fortunately, per-
haps, for me I am not able to speak with any
degree of authority of the work of the Hon-
orary Alinisters from an administrative poiot
of view. T could, however, speak respecting the
administration of other Ministers, but as thar
does not come within the seope of the motion
1 am gdebarred frowm saying anything in that
direction. T am supporting this motion parely
from the constitutional aspeet. I believe my-
self that the actions o1 Honorary Ministers
have been quitc illegal in connection with most
of the matters pertaining to the administration
of their departments. I do not know of any
constitutional authority which authorises any
Honorary Minister being designated Minister
for Agriculture or Minister for Lands or any
similar title. It is highly essential that if
the motion is carried, the Government should
take some notice of it and amend the Consti-
tution to provide for the necessary Ministers
to control the departments. I am quite satis-
fied that the leader of the House has an im-
possible task to perform. Tt is almost too much
to ask any one Minister to take control of all
the mcasures that come before the House.
T do not wish to sugpgest that the leader of
the House is not controlling his departments as
well as, if not better thanm, any previous ogeu-
pant of his office; but when we consider that
the great bulk of the expenditure in the Esti-
mates is under the control of the leader of
this House, it is seen that when the House is
sitting for leng periods his ia an almost im-
possible tagk., T support the motion, helieving
it is necessary that we should have more than
the statutory number of Ministers to control
the many departments of State. Consgider the
number of trading eoncerns that the Govern-
ment have to-day. When we remember that
one Minister has control of, half a dozen of
them, it is seen that his task is an impossible
one. How can nny one Minister control Police,
Hospitals, the Hogpital for the Insane, Edu-
cation, Harhours, Rivers and Lights, Harbour
Trusts, Health, Fisheries—anything up to 20
departments and their branches. If one Minis-
ter ean eontrol all those departments and give
to them the ecssential supervision, display the
knowledge necessary to the ronning of those
departments, and exercise that efficiency which
will give the best results to the State, all T
can say is that a Minister so qualified—
egpecially if, as a Minister in another place
has said, Ministers get only £500 to them-
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selves—should be considering the throwing up
of hig portfolio and the obtaining of some more
remunerative ciass of employment outside of

politics. I want there to be no misunder-
standing respecting my supporting of the
motion. 1 am supporting it, not on personal

lines, but because I consider that under the
Congtitution, if an injunction were asked for
in the Supreme Court, restraining the Hono-
Ministers from and

rary signing papers

documents, that injunction would : be
granted. T am not sure that many
of the titles signed by Honorary Min-
isters conld not be questioned in the

Supreme Court. It I am wrong, I suppose the
Government will continue to esrry on as they
have done in the past. I will suppert the
motion.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN (South) [850]: [
am glad Mr. Sanderson has moved the motion.
1 am quite sure that hon. member has had no
personal motive in doing so. Those who know
Mr, Sanderson, whether inside or outside the
¥louse, will not accuse him of being animated
Ly any other purpose than the conserving of
the best interests of the State. Mr. Baxter
seemed to think that the motion was person-
ally directed against himself, and his reply
was exclugively confined to a defence of his
administration. That gave a somewhat per-
sonal aspect to the matter. Seeing that it
was a system introduced by the Government
which was being attacked, it was surprising to
me that the reply did not come from the
Imader of the House.

Hon. C. F. Baxter (Honorary Minister}: I
nierely replied to the criticism aimed at my-
gelf, -

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN : I should have thought
it would have been more agrecable to the Hon-
orary Minister had tho reply come from the
jeader of the House. Then, if there were any
personal reflections agitating the Honorary
Minister, he could have auswered them later
on, The motion i3 a direct attack on the Gov-
armnent over a system which the Government
have instituted, rather than an attack upon
any onec Minister or any three Ministers. A
good deal of adverse eriticism of Mr, Baxter
has been indulged in, I can only speak of Mr.
Baxter in regard to one personal matter, and
the encrgy and promptness which he displayed
on that oceasion were certainly ereditable to
him, T informed Mr. Baxter of a certain mat-
ter that had been indirectly affecting hiz de-
partment, and I said it was in another Minis-
ter’s department’ and that any business man in
Western Australia would have completed in
two hours what had been for over two months
in that other Ministor’s department without
being completed. T must say that Mr. Baxter,
although he was very busy at the time I put
the matter before him, when he hcard that it
was affecting his department and the interests
of the State, promptly got to work; and, ow-
ing to his representations to other members
of the Ministry, the matter was fixed up in
two hours. When the Honorary Minister hag
been subjected to so mueh adverse eritieism it
is only right that T should mention an incident
of that kind. If the Honorary Minister has

[COUNOIL.]

made all the mistakes he was represented to
have ade, the blame should not rest entirely
vpon him, A very large portion of it must
vest upon those who placed him in his position
snd gave bim duties which, according to the
statements made in the House, that hon, mem-
ber has not the capacity to satisfactorily earry
out. Tt seems strange that Mr. Baxter shounld
have been chosen for the work he waa selected
to do, instead of being given charge of a
running department where there are perman-
ent officials to fall back upon. That would be
a. very simple thing as compared with some of
the work which Mr. Baxter has been asked to
carry ont, as for instance the taking over of
the whole of the administration of the Wheat
Scheme, which was an entirely new thing. That
Bcheme would tax the administrative capacity
of any member of the Ministry. Moreover,
gome of the other duties which the Honorary
Minister was asked to perform have presented
considerable difficulties. One of the problems
was to deal with the rabbit invasion, This is
an almost impossible tagsk, The hon. member
who has just sat down mentioned some of the
duties which the Colonial Becretary has to
carry out, I should like to give a list of the
duties that, so far as I ecan make ocut, the
Honorary Minister has to attend to. If he is
incapable of carrying out those duties, the
respongibility and blame should rest upon
those who selected him for sueh a task,
Amongst those duties, I find he has
had control of the jam factory, of
the department of rabbits and vermin,
he had to deal with the Commissioner
of the Wheat Belt, the Chief Inspector
of Potatoes, fruit-growing, noxious weeds,
tree pulling, stock, brands, wool classing depot,
the entomologist, cornsacks and the branding
of bags, the Wheat Marketing Seheme, cool
atores at Wyndham, at Perth and at Albany,
the proposed cool stores at Fremantle, all the
butter and bacoen factories, the State farms,
the Narrogin School of Agrienlture and farm
—these are just a few of the subjects which
the Honorary Minister has been asked to
handle. And the euriouns thing is that he is
still called an ‘‘Honorary’’ Minister. It is
a remarkable fact that the two Honorary Min-
isters, the men with the least experience In
the Ministry, namely, Mr, Baxter and Mr.
Willinott, have been given departments in the
administration of which they are subjected to
the criticiam of a section of the community
which at preseat it is most diffieult to satiafy.
T should very much like to sec a pentleman
with the capacity of the leader of the House
having to meet the Country party and satisfy
them that the Government are doing all that is
hest in the interests of the farmers. However,
whatever the merits or the demerits of the
Honorary Ministers, those merits and demerits
have nothing to do with the motion, If those
gentlomen were cither the best or the poorest
Ministeras we have ever had, it is quite beside
the gquestion. Tt is entirely the Constitutional
isgues, as Mr. Lynn has pointed ont, which we
have now to consider, that is, the system of
appointing Honorary Ministers, which has
been extended mmeh farther than the framers
of the Constitution ever intended. Mr, Kings-
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mill quoted a section of the Constitution Act
which I had intended to quote. It has so im-
portant a bearing upon this question that I
think it deserves to be quoted again, Tt is as
follows: —

There may be six principal executive offi-
ces of the Government, liable to be vacated
on politieal grounds, and no more,

The direction that there may be six and no
more clearly implies that having nine Minis-
ters is contrary to the spirit, if not to the
actual letter, of the Conmstitution. And, not
only are there three Honorary Ministers, but
we have heard of the possible appointment of
:a fourth., Under the present system there is no
earthly reason why a dozen should not be
appointed, Judging by the list of
duties which Mr. Baxter has to earry
ont, the Honorary Ministers have as
much power, in fact greater power, than
some of the Ministers holding portfelios,
Tt is an open seeret that they are paid for
what they do, and it is quite right that they
should be paid when they have such onerous
«{duties, but it is contrary to the spirit of the
constitution, Decanse they are holding an
office of prefit. If not directly under the
Crown, it amounts to the same thing. There
fore, I think that this motion was a timely
one and I am going to vote in favour of it
The Government may say, and perhaps there
is justification for it, that the duties of Min-
isters have been considerably increased ow-
ing to the extension of governmental powers.
The extension of State socialistic enterprises
has possibly inecreased the work of Ministers,
and if they argue that the work of Ministers
is sueh that the six portfoliced Ministers can-
not get through all the work, then they ought
to net in o proper constitutional way and
bring in a Bill to amend the eonstitution in
order that further portfolios could be arranged
for. There i3 a right way to increase the
number of Ministers, but my contention is
that at present the system is contrary to the
spirit of the Constitution, It is contrary to
the spirit of the Constitution that a person
who virtually holds an office of profit under
the Crown should not go before his coustitu-
ents. It is a good thing that when a member
neeepta an office of profit he should go before

his constituents. I know a departure
has been made in the ense of the
Commonwealth Constitution, but there
iz good renson beeanse if the Com-

monwealth Ministers had to go for re-election
there would have to be Senate by-elections,
and Senate hy-elections would cost an enor-
mous amount of money. For that reason it
was agreed in the convention that members
aceepting office should not seek re-election,
the State being one constitueney for the Sen-
ate. In the casc of the State, I think it is a
very goodl thing that members joining Minis-
tries should go before their electors. I could
mention two or three different cases in my
knowledge, and one ease in particular, where
a member of Parliament accepted an honor-
ary portfolio, and I am perfectly satisfied that
it he went before his constituents, he would
not be re-elected, and that he would in fact
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lose his deposit. It is also contrary to the
gpirit of the Constitution to have nine Min-
isters instead of six, and it is certainly an
absurdity to have men who are called ‘‘Hon-
orary’’ Minigters, when we all know that they
are not honorary, inasmuch as they accept re-
munetation. :

Hon. J. CORNELL {Bouth) [9.5): I desire
to compliment the leader of the House upon
the opportunity which he has given hon. mem-
bers to discuss this motion. Tt is only in ze-
cordance with the many acts of the lender of
the House to give the fullest publicity to any
motion of any character, A lot has been said
on the personal aspeet. I intend to eliminate
the personal aspect, but I am concerned with
the constitutional aspect and with the trend
of events in the direction of appointing Hon-
orary Ministers and the duties they perform.
The Hon. Mr, Kingsmill gave a very good ac-
count of the doings of Honorary Ministera
and of their inauguration in years gone by.
I can only apeak of Honorary Ministers in
this House for a period of a little over six
years, During my connection with the Labour
party in two Parliaments and for nearly five
years, T was always under the impression that
the appointment of two Honorary Ministers
was for this purpose, one in this House to
assist the leader of the House or to take his
place when the leader was abgent or ill—a
necessary and a wise precantion—nnd the
other Honorary Minister in the other House
to represent the leader of thia House in ai-
other place. I think if anyone takes the
trouble to refer to the tenure of office of the
Labour Government they will find that the
system of Homorary Ministers in the Labour
Government only dealt with the ambit of mat-
ters in the Colonial Secretary’s jurisdiction.
Mr. Dodd was Honorary Minister in this
Chamber and Mr, Angwin in another place.
For a little while Mr. Dodd acted as Hon-
orary Minister for Mines in the absence of
My, Collier and everyone will agree that he
was qualified to aet in that eapacity. While
those gentlemen acted in the capacity of Hon-
orary Ministers I think all that they were
called vpon to do was to administer chari-
ties, arbitration, and other minor administra-
tive acts in which the revenue to be expended
wns 4 vote on the Estimates in another place.
and no initial expenditure without the author-
i=ation of Parliament, or very little, ever
came under their jurisdiction, Now it will be
fornd  that the Premjer is  nomin-
ally  holding the positions of Minis-
ter for TLands and Minister for Ag-
riculure, but we find actually that
the Minister for Lands and the Min-
ister for Agrienlture are both Honorary
Ministers., If there are two departments of
great magnitude and far.reaching effect they
are the Department of Lands and the De-
partment of Agriculture, and T say, and say
it advisedly, that if any Minister is to ad-
minister these departments, he should be a
Minister in the c¢onstitutional sense of the
word and not an Honorary Minister. I am
more concerned with the trend in the Qiree-
tion of the enlarcement of wowars than as fo
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who fills the position of Honorary Minister
I do not desire to say much more, only this,
that if the functions of Ministers have s0
increased in recent years in this State that
the present Ministers cannot administer the
portfolios that they are deputed to adminis-
ter and are set forth in our records as beiug
respongible for, then the time hag arrived
when we should increase the number of Min-
isters under the Constitution. That is the
view I take of it. I am pleased to assume
that this criticiam will make good and that
later on something in the direction of giving
us more Ministers will acerue. If Parliament
does not assert itself, probably we will have
a further handing over of powers. The
time is overdue when this should cease.

[The Depnty President took the Chair.]

Hon, G. J. G. W, MILES (North) [9.11]:
As one who advocated the appointment of an
Honorary Minister for the North-West, T feel
in supporting this motion that my remarks
will be directed against the Government and
not against Honorary Ministers. If this Gov-
ernment had carried out the functious of
Government as they should have done and
rbandoned the State enterprises as they have
pledged themselves to do, there wonld be no
necd for Honorary Ministers at all.  The
six Ministera eould govern the eountry and
appoint capable officers and pay them deecent
galaries. I want to refer to the way in which
the Btate steamship service has been run,
T referred to it six months ago and brought
it under the notice of Ministers and Honorary
Ministers, and I say that it is a scandal and
a disgrace that the serviece has been allowed
to continue as it has in the past. The other
day there was an advertisement announcing
the departure of the ‘‘Bambra’’ carly in
December. That ship is still in Sydney, and
there is no chance of her leaving Fremantle
til! the end of the year. Tf the Government
are going to continue to run State enterprises
they should be run on business lines. When
T pointed out their mismanagemcnt previ-
ously I was not sure whether it was the faunlg
of the management or the Government, but
I said the management was being calied npon
to do too much. Thirty shillings is being
charged to carry goeds o Darwin, yet 50s,
is charged for goods which are earried half
the way. I pointed out that the agent at
Darwin had beaten the Government for £600
through faulty management and maladminis-
tration. Although they admit the damage
has been done. no steps have been taken to
remedy the matter. and he has wot  been
brought to book. Recently the “‘“Kwinana’-
eame down the coast, and although the light-
ers in Shark Bay wcre loaded with produce,
she left the produce behind, Another in-
stance of mismanagement was provided not
long ago when the Government paid £250
for the ‘‘Minderoo’’ to call at Derby and
Shark Bay on the way north. While this
sort of mismanagement goes on we are asked
to pay increascd taxes. The Government are
not carrying ont their doties. T want to
know who is respansible. Tt iz not the Hon-
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orary Minister who is respensible, but the
Government. Recently Mr, Stewart referred
to a remark made by Mr. Sanderson. ‘‘Look-
ing at country members, Mr. Sanderson re-
ferred to them as bucolics. I think he
should have locked at representatives of the
North-West, the home of the pastoral indus-
try, for the dictionary tells us that the word
is applied principally to pastoral and graz-
ing pursuits.”” T also have looked up the
meaning of the word ‘‘bucolic’’ and I con-
neet it with the ‘“‘Ewinana.’’ The ¢‘Kwin-
ana’’ has been taken off the North-West
coasts, whether by representatives of the
Country party or not I do not kunow, to be
sent to Christmas Island to bring manures
for the farmers; and the people along the
North-West coast are left without a ship to
convey their supplies, I find the word
““bueolic’’ also refers to agrieniture, and
is ‘‘nged humorously or disparagingly.’’ 1In
my opinion, when Mr, Sanderson uged the
word ‘‘hucolie’’ and looked at country mem-
bers, he was quite in order. I do not know
whethor it is the Honorary Minister who has
such power with the Government that he
can induee them to divert the ‘‘Kwinana’’ as
ghe has been diverted. However, it has been
dona. TIf the State Steamship Sorviee paid
the fines due to the Federal Government for
failure to carry out the mail contraet, they
would be paying £10,000 o year to the Fed-
eral Government instead of receiving £5,000
a year subsidy from the Federal Govern-
ment. A shipping man with whom T was dis-
cussing this matter the other day said to me,
‘‘As a taxpayer of this State I would like
to see the State Steamship Service aboelished,
but as one in opposition to the State Steam-
ship Service, I say for goodness’ sake let it
eontinue.’” As for the remarks made concern-
ing Mr. Baxter,if he was the Minister respon-
sible for the appointment of the manager of
the Wyndham freezing works, I congratulate
him on being the only Minister, or at all events
the only Henorary Minister, who has appointed
an officer of State at a decent snlary. Other
memhberg of the Ministry might well follow
Mr. Baxter’s example, and also increase the
salaries of other heads of departments. Then
we would get better administration than we
have had in the past. [ support the motion.
Hon., J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[9.18]: T feel somewhat at a disadvantage
in addressing the House on this question, ow-
ing to an unfortunate and nnavoidable absence.
But the importance of the motion which has
been moved by Mr. Sanderson is such as cer-
tainly calls for some comment by every mem-
ber. So far as I can ascertain, most members
of the House have addressed themselves to the
motion. Had that motion heen directed against
the Honorary Minister, Mr. Baxter, in his per-
sonal capaeity, I certainly should not have
voiced one word in support of it. I recognise,
however, that a serions and an important prin-
ciple is at astake, and that Mr. Sanderson’s
object is really to rectify an error which, in
hig opinion, is heing committed by the Gov-
erament. What has beer stated here to-night
15, I think, sufficient to indicate to the leader
of the House that members of this Chamber
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believe that something of an illegal character
is being done by the Government in appoint-
ing Honorary Ministers. The section of the
Act which hag been alluded to by other speakers
is gufficient to show that a limit is placed upon
the Government in the number of Ministers
who should be appointed—namely, six shall
be appointed and no more. I do not wish to
allude for one moment to any question as to
the position held by the Honorary Minister
who sits in this Chamber. But, having regard
to the views which have béen expressed, 1 feel
that it is my duty to support the motion sub-
mitted. Probably the mover may have coun-
templated that he would be able to make the
insecurity of tenure of the office of the Hon-
orary Minister mueh more secure, rectifying
that insecurity in some way or another by
bringing the matter before the House by this
means, and thus inducing the Government,
should they find it necessary to alter the
Constitution, to avail themselves of the oppor-
tunity which now presents itself in another
place. .

Hon, H. STEWART (South-East) {9.22]:
I do not intend to speak at length, but I have
not yet decided how I am going to vote, I
regard the motion purely as it is worded, and
not as a vote of censure on the Government.
The motion says—

That in the opinion of this House the
present system of entrusting the adminis-
tration and control of important depart-
ments of State to Honorary Ministers is
undesirable,

It depends largely on the reply of the Colonial
Secretary—and I hope the hon. gentleman will
endeavour to vindicate the position of the Gov-
eriinaat—how I shall vote, although my present
inelination is to support the motion. If I do
so, ¥ shall do it purely because of the wording
of the motion, and my vote must not be taken
as in any way reflecting on individual Minis-
ters, or on the Government as a whole. There
secns to be no doubt whatever that the position
of Honorary Ministers in administering depart-
ments is simply that of acting for responsible
Ministers. My conclusion—and I have given
the matter some considerable thought—is that
the position as put by Mr. Lynn is very likely
correct. I shall be glad to hear the Colonial
Secrctary’s reply to Mr. Lynn.  After having
seen the way in which the Honorary Minister
in charge of the Wheat Scheme, as he is
alwnys termed in this State, has been acting
for a considerable period, it was rather a sur-
prise to me to come across a piece of lJotter
paper from the Central Australian Wheat
Board. The letter paper of the hoard first
came under my uotice within the last three or
four months. On that letter head the Minister
in charge of the Wheat Scheme was given as
the Hon. H. B, Lefroy. Mr. Baxter’s name did
not appear as a member of the Central Wheat
Board, although here we know him as the
Minister who has had charge of the work.

Hon, J. Cornell: Mr. Lefroy is Minister for
Agriculture, and this is part of the work of
the Agricutlural Department.

Hon, H, STEWART: I know exactly what
I am referrine to. At present I am onlvy
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pointing out that the Honorary Ministers
merely act for portfolio Ministers. On the de-
partmental papers the Honorary Ministers are
deseribed as Ministers acting for the Minister
administering the Wheat Scheme, or for the
Minister administering the Agrieultural De-
partment, as the case may be. Therefore, it i
clear that, although generally designated as
Ministers in charge of the Wheat Scheme or in
charge of the Agricultural Department, the
Honorary Ministers are not such in point of
fact. Yet all their actions are just as if they
were fully in charge as responsible Miniaters.

On motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes debate ad-
journed.

MOTION—POTATO EXFPERT.

Debate resumed from the 5th November on
the motion by the Hon. E. Rose—*‘That in the
opinion of this House, having regard to the
prevalence of blight in the potato crop in the
South-Western District, the Government should
immediately appoint an expert in the place of
the late Mr. Brathy.”’

Hon. C. F, BAXTER (Honorary Minister)
[9.27}: This motion sska for the appointment
of a potato expert. The Government have al-
ready an inspector carrying out that work,
and I do not know that the appointment of an
expert would improve the matter in any way.
Reference has been made to the late Mr,
Bratby. That gentleman was on the temporary
staff of the Agricultural Department, and in
receipt of 123, per day, though just a few
weeks prior to his death his remuneration was
increased to 13s. Upon Mr. Bratby’s death
applications were called by the Public Ser.
vice Commissioner for the vacancy of senior
potate expert. Numerous applications were re-
ceived, and these were all referred to the Com-
miagioner for the Wheat Belt, who at that time
was temporarily in charge of the South-West
Division of the State. The Commissioner for
the Wheat Belt favoured the application of
Mr, Young, an officer of the department who
bad been officiating under the late Mr. Bratby.

Hon. J. Ewing: Is Mr. Young in charge of
the work now?

Hon. C. . BAXTER {Honorary Minister):
Yes. The Commissioner for the Wheat Belt,
in & minute dated the 18th May last, stated—

Mr. Young’s record in this department is
satisfactory, and shows that he has the
knowledge of potato diseases necessary for
the due performance of the imspectorial por-

. tion of hig duties, Of the applicants, be is
the moat suitable for the position. T there-
fore recommend that he be appointed on
probation’ for gix months,

There were objections to the appointment of

Mr. Young, inasmuch as his age is 53 years.

The Public Service Commissioner, in a minute

dated the 25th June last, says—

It is very desirable to avoid appointing
an officer of Mr. Young’s age to the per-
manent staff vnless it is imperative in the
interests of the Htate to do me. I concur,
therefore, in the propesal to appoint Mr,
Young to the position lately oceupied by
Mr, Bratby, and to inerease his wage from
11s. to 14s8. per dav.
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Prior to this, Mr. Young had been cngaged on
the temporary staff as assistant potato inspee-
tor, since 1913. The Public Serviee Commis-
sioner’s classification for the new position
which Mr. Young is now fllling has a range
from £152 to £210 per annum. I might
mention that the duties of the inapector are as
follows:—To inspect potatoes on arrival at
ports, to sce that regulations in conmection
with potatoes are enforced, to instruet set-
tlers on the eultural operations of potato
growing, to inspect erops where vecessary for
prevention of discase, to enforce legisiation
where necessary and such other duties as may
be instructed.

Hon, J. Ewing: And for all that he gets
128, n day?

Hon, C, F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
e is in veceipt of 14s. a day. Mr. Rose
stated that here was some other disease affect-
ing potatoes and that tubers were not affected.
[ might state that, on the occasion of a recent
visit to the Brunswick district, the senior
potato inspector made a eareful survey and
camo to the conclusion that the disease was
Irish hlight.

Ton, F. Rose: What cxperience has he had
tn Irvish Dlight?

Hon. C. I, BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
He has had considerable experience. He stated
that at those places which he visited, and
where potatoes were being dug oul, the pota-
toes were afleeted by Trish blight.

Hen, M. Stewart: 1id he send any samples?

Hon, €. I', BAXTHER {1ionorary Minister):
Yes, HMe was perfeetly convineed it was Irial
blight, As a matter of fact, there is no coun-
try where potatees grow and where Irigh
blight does not cecur. The only suceessfol
way of dealing with [Trish blight is for the
settlers themselves to take the matter in hand
and to spray. Mr. Young is quite competent
to advise settlers in that direction.  Where
continuous cfforts are not earried out by the
scttlers, there are great losses, but where
spraying is carvied on, the resnits are success-
ful. Tt is n diffiecult matter, however, to keep
Irish blight down. During the past two years
this disease has becn responsible in a great
degree for the diminution of our potato crop.
Stiil, T will show that it has not been .as bad
as one might have expected. It is 4 question
now as to whether it would be right er not
to make it compulsory for growers to spray
their potatoes. The difliculty is the expense
and the high cost of bluestone. Apart from
that, improved methods of eultivation are
necessary to establish the potato growing in-
dustry and in that direction the departmental
ingpectors are endeavouring to cducate grow-
ers. According to the reports we have had
from the dJifferent officers, the methods which
have been carried out by a number of our
growers are very crude. If they do not adopt
a good system of farming they cannot be sue-
cassful in their operationa.. Beyond the as-
sistanee which the inspectors are giving, T do
not see that it is possible to de¢ much mars,
but if the growers do not take the advice
which is given them, they cammot expeet good
results, Hon, members might be interested
+n hazxra aamnes infarmarion with voacvard $+ta +ho
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local production of potatoes. In normal times
the State’s requirements are estimated at
25,000 tons pev annum. Last year’s crop to
the 30th Junc was estimated at 15,513 tons.
The previous year’s ¢rop was estimated at
22,750 tons, Those figures show a decrease
of 7,247 tons. That, perbaps, is accounted for
by the abnorinally wet season swamping some
of our best arcas, notably Benger and Albany
distriets, as well as the prevalence of Trish
blight throughout the State. The imports for
the year cnded 30th June, 1918, equalled
3,587 tons, So that, after all, we are not pro-
ducing very mueh below the requirements of
the State. The potato growers are being as-
gisted by the State and ot the present time
the Government arc considering the advisa-

bility of rendering them further assistance.
It is intended that they should bhe as-
sisted in every partiewlar, because it has been
shown conclusively by the officers
that there are parts of the State
where potato growing ean never be a
suecess.  In those places the settlers are

bieng encouraged to go in for other lines,
sueh as dairying, pig raising, ete,, and more
especially daivying, Mr, Rose snggested that
the inspectors should earry out experimental
tests at Brunswick. T may mention that 4%
acres have heen planted with potatoes at that
farm, The aren is not great, but the objeet
ig to provide good seed. The varietios in-
clude Delaware, Manistey, Carmen, Vermont,
Scottish Triumph, Serran Chief Up to Date,
Windsor Castle, Von der Font, and Ring-
leader.

Hon, E. Rose: Are they in
patehes or are they mixed togethor?

Hoi. C. . BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
In separate patches. We alrendy have sup-
plied a varviety of seed to the scttlers, In
addition it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to extend that experimental work at
the Brmuswick farm, Mr. Ewing regrets the
policy whieh is being earried out in the
South-West. T am not aware that there is
anything to give eause for regret. The re-
sulty which have heen achieved at the Bus-
selton buiter factory have been satisfactory.

Hon. E. Rose: Financially?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
ves, also finaneinlly, Mr. Ewing also re-
ferred to Mr. Connor’s services in the South-
West. Since Mr. Connor’s departnre from
the 8tate, his work was carried on for a
while by Mr. Sutton, and afterwards by Mr.
Wicken, who is still in control. Tt has been
deemed advisable to appoint Mr. Wicken tem-
porarily to see whether he will prove sue-
cessful in the work with which he has been
entrusted. Se¢ far his work has been well
carried ont. Tt may be asked what Mr.
Wicken’s qualifieationa are. Tt would be as
well to mention them, because I feel hon.
members are not aware that in Mr. Wicken
we have a highly qualified officer. Mr,
Wicken has a Hawkesbury College diploma
in practieal agriculture and principles of

separate

agriculture, chemistry, botany, including
vegetahle pathology, geology, entymology,
farm bookkeeping, surveying, ete. He holda

tha ANy Dravviehlh A7 0 lnces

Anlswmsr narftfrnatas £uminy
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travelling dairy, He has had seven years’
service as experimentalist at the Hawkesbury
College. TFle has been for 18% years in the
Department of Lands and Agriculture of this
State. From 1900 to 1910 he was field officer
and wag in control of the State farms at
Narrogin, Chapman, and Hamel. Mr, Wicken
wag in control of the Western Australian ex-
hibits at the various exhibitions, inecluding
the Fianeo-British, the Chamber of Manu-
factures at Adclaide, the AN.A, in Mel-
bourne, and the Colonial Exhibition in Java.
From 1911 to 1917, during the boom time of
land settlement, he was transferred to the
Lands Department for the purpose of advis-
ing new scttlers in connection with- agrienl-
tural matters and was officer in charge ot
the information branel. With sueh quali-
feations I think bon. members will ugrec
that Mr. Wicken is bound to make good in
the South-West. Since he has been given
charge of South-West matters, marked im-
provements have been noted in several direc-
tions, prineipally in connection with the Bus-
selton butter factory, the farms which he
controls, and the wool depot. The detics
which he has to carry out new include in-
spection and adviee on south-western agri-

enlture generally, apart from fruit and
wheat, the control of the Brunswick and
Denmark State farms, the coutrol of the

Denmark butter and bacon factory, the con-
trol of the Bussclton butter factory, the
oversight of potate inspection, the over-
sight of inspection and prosecution un-
der the Tertiliser Act, the oversight of
wool clageing depot at Fremantle. Mr, Ewing
asked what is happening at the Brunswick
State Farm. That hon. member has not been
at all satisfied with the way things are
going there. The position has been rather
unfortunate, TFor some time past the Re-
patriation Commitfec have been considering
whether to take over the farm and work it in
conjunction with the Agriewltural Depart-
ment. Personally, as Minister controlling the
Agricultural Department, I have been of
opinion that if we were to put a let of sel-
diers on the Brunswick State Farm the pro-
babilities are we should not be achieving the
cuds we set out ‘to achieve, namely, the
supplying of stoek and seced to the settlers
in the distriet, and the demonstrating by ex-
periment what should be grown in the dis-
trict.

Hon, J. Ewing: Mr. Willmott has sold all
tho stock.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I must ask
the hon. member to confine himself to the
question before the House.

Hon. €. T. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
Am T in order in replying to criticism?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I did not hear
the criticism. The hon. member’s remarks
are not immediately directed to the appoint-
ment of an expert.

Hon. C. I. BAXTER (Honorary Minister):
T was veplying to Mr. Ewing’s eriticism. Am
I in order in continning?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I will allow
the hon, member to go on, although he is not
gtrictly in order.
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Hon, C. I, BAXTER (Henorary Minister):
The Brunswick State Farm has been held up
for some time while the two departments
considered whether they should work jointly
or separately. It has now been decided to
work it as an experimental farm and as a .
training farm for soldiers. In Mr. Conaor’s
time a lot of the stock was sold from the
farm, At present we arc purchasing cattie to

re-stock the farm and  we have five
very fine pedigree animals under offer.
Tr  addition to  that, we are estab-
lishing  some  good breeding pigs,
and a small flock of  sheep. The

whole place is being ploughed so that it may
be laid down in grass with a view to earrying
more stock. The motion will not assist in any
way. We have already an officer quite cqual
to the oceasion, and the matter lies in the
hands of the growers, The purchase of spray-
ing machinery is on expensive item at present.
When normal conditions vetwrn, spraying will
be made compulsory on the growers, with a
view to the climination of Trish blight. If the
motion were carried we might have to go out-
side the State to procure an expert who in all
probability would be no better than, perhaps
not as good as, the officer earrying out the
work to-day.

Hon, E. ROSE (South-West—in roply)
[8.50]: T thank the Honorary Minister for his
remarks, but 1 do not agree with a number of
the statements he has made. He has already
appointed an inspeetor in Mr. Young, who he
says is a competent officer, I should like to
know where Mr, Young has gained his experi-
en¢e in agrieulture. I understand he has been
inspector of potatoes at Fremantle for the Inst
three or four years, but he has had no experi-
chee whatever of potato-growing. My objoct
in moving the motion was that we migli have
a qualified man to advise the potato growesr on
ail matters relating to the industry. A num-
ber of returned soldiers and others are taking
up mixed farming in the South-West, and yet
we can get but very little assistanee from the
CGlovernment. in the shape of adviee to the
growers. All we require is the appointment of
a competent man to advise the settlers. If, as
AMr. Baxter stated, it will be made compulsory
to spray, we must hove a competent man to
advise uws on the subjeet. In Mr, Young I
have no confidence whatever, nor have the
growers of the South-West. They have not
segn him and they do not know what he is cap-
able of deing. The eonly cxperience he has
had is that of inspector of potatoes at Fre-
mantle. Mr. Baxter says he lhas raised this
officer’s salary from 1Is. fo 14s. per day.
Fourteen shillings per day is a very paltry
amount to pay any fully qualified expert. It
is the wage or an ordinary man who has not
had to pass any degrees or examinations, Mr.
Young may be a capable man but, under the
reeommendation of My, Sutton, he knows no-
thing whatever about the conditions of the
South-West. I am surprised that Mr. Baxter
should have taken notice of a recommendation
by Mr. Sutton who, a3 a capable wheat man,
can know very little about potatoes,

Hon. H. Stewart: Mr. Sutton was doing the
work in the East before he came here.



1322

Hon. E. ROSE: I do not think his work
bere has qualified him for recommending a
potato expert for the South-West. We want
a fully qualified man. A& a rule the men ap-
pointed to these positions are not qualified.
Mr. Baxter says that Mr. Wickens has control
of the State farms and of the butter and bacon
factories, Judging by the result of the Bus-
selton factory, I do not think he has proved
himgelf altogether capable. The State farm
at Brunswick is sending the whole of its cream
all the way to Busselton. That in itself should
condemn the aetion of the manager. Why
should not that eream be sent to Bunbury and
80 save many miles of railway carriage?

Hon. H. Stewart: Does not Mr. Wickens
know all about potatoes?

Hon, E, ROSE: I cannot say, but I know
we certainly “want a potato expert down there
to advise the growers. Mr. Baxter quoted the
tonnage of potatoes grown in Western Aus-
tralia during the past two years. Over 2,000
tons per annum are sent away from farms
along the Collie River. It waa that distriet I
had in mind when speaking of the blight. The
question there is very serious. Unless we learn
how to cradicate the blight, all the smaller
growers will be squeezed out of the industry.
We want to know the best and cheapest way
of eradicating the blight. Mr. Baxter also
stated that 43; acres of potatoes were growing
at the Brunswick State Farm, F¥rom what 1
have seen, the potatocs have not been o success
at TBrunswick. Only two or three years ago
they bhad a blight there, and I asked Mr, Con-
nor what was wrong with the potatoes. e
replied, ¢‘Trish blight.’’ I then asked him if
he had tried the spray and he said, <‘Ne.
Have you any other questions to ask?’’ That
was the attitude of Mr. Connor towards a
civil inquiry, T do not know that it is neces-
sary to say anything further, secing that Mr.
Baxzter has already appointed Mr. Young for
the time being. 1 hope that, if Mr. Young is
not found to be capable, he will be replaced
by an expert. There are only 18 eows milking
on the Brunswick State Farm, and how the
farm c¢an be financially successful, T do not
know.

Hon., C. F. Baxter {Honorary Minister): I
didl not say it was, T thought you were re-
ferring to the butter factory.

Heon. E. ROSE: If Mr. Wickens were the
mgn he is said to be, he would advise the Gov-
ernment to buy more stock and so make the
farm more profitable, I am pleased to hear
that it is propesed to purchase some cows and
to introduce good pigs down there. In view
of what Mr. Baxter has gaid, I will withdraw
the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

House adjourned at 959 p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Legislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, Ird December, 1518.

The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 430 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[For f‘Questions on Notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘“Votes and Proceedings.’’]

PAPERS—WITHDRAWAL FROM TABLE.

Mr. SPEAEER: I would draw the atten-
tion of hon. members to the fact that the file
relating to the Goldfields Mining and General
Workers Industrial Union of Workers has
been asked for by the department, I shall be
glad if hon. members will peruse it before to-
morrow as I intend to permit its removal from
the Table of the House.

BILL—DISGHARGED SOLDIERS’ SET-

TLEMENT.

Resumed from the 29th November; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in charge of
the Bill

Clause 24—-Restriction on right of transfer:

Hon. J, MITCHELL: This clavse will not
allow a soldier to transfer his land under a
period of 10 years. I think that is too long.
It seems to me that five years’ residence
should be sufficient.

The PREMIER: Wc should not allow a re-
turnel soldier to transfer under a period of
10 years a lense which has been granted to
him under such generous conditions. It would
be unwise to allow the lease to be transferred
too soon and five years is not long enough.

Mr. SMITH: I cannot agree with the Pre-
mier., I do not see why we should make any
distinetion between leases granted to soldiers
and leases granted to others. We are granting
these concessions to soldiers for serviees ren-
dered, and if they put in the ordinary term
of five years there should be no objection at
the end of that period to the soldiers deing
what they like with the property. They have
rightly earned it, and having spent five years
in improving the property, it would be hard
upon them to make any distinetion so far as
they are concerned. I move an amendment—

That the word ‘‘ten’’ be struck out and

‘ifive’? inserted in lieu,

Amendment put and passed;
amended, agreed to,

Clause 25—agreed to.

Clause 26—Power to extend Act to advances
made beforec the commencement thereof:

Hon, T. WALKER: What iz the scope to
be given to those who are interested, apart
from the Government or the beard, in settling
soldiers upon the land?

The PREMIER: This is intended to legal-
ise any concessions that have been granted to
the returned soldier in accordance with the
provigions of this Bill

Hon. T. Walker: By whom?

The PREMIER: By the Government. It
cannot apply to any scheme, but that which
has been set in motion by the Government.

the clause, as



